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It's the next generation of sewing thread. Coats Dual Duty XP— 
the X-tra Performance thread that combines Coats’ advanced 


technology with nearly 200 years of thread-making experience. 


The unique polyester-wrapped, core-spun construction enhances 
seam appearance and makes sewing trouble free. Dual Duty XP 
is smooth and strong. It sews perfectly on all machines from 
vintage to today’s most advanced. With an updated range 
of 342 colors, Dual Duty XP is the ideal choice for every 
fabric. Everything you'd expect from the world’s leading 
thread maker. 
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The Memory Craft 11000 is worth 
building a studio around. And, on 
rare occasion, getting a Tree one. 


Buy the Janome 
Memory Craft 11000 
sewing machine and get 
the $4,000 Koala i 

Treasure Chest Plus lll _ 
Studio FREE. Pi 
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Not only will you be impressed by our Memory Craft ¢ Expands into perfect height cutting table with tall chair 
11000’s moveable i-height screen and large bed se Thread chest with 120, 1100 yard spools of premium 
space, you'll find this offer equally impressive. Madeira Rayon No. 40 thread — valued at $4000 — 
Simply make your MC 11000 purchase and get the exclusively available through this Janome offer 

Koala Treasure Chest Plus II] Studio Free. © Two 180° positional side extension wings 

e Soft-Touch Air Lift System: storage, freearm and flatbed 
e Eight finishes to choose from 








Treasure Chest Plus Ill Studio includes: 
e Australian made Koala machine cabinet 
Please note, this ss a limited time offer. For participating dealers, visit 


e Ample storage drawers and shelves Wwwwjanome.com or call 1-800-766-SEWS (7397) today 
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Do Something NEW With Your Stash 


Make beautiful fabric greeting cards 
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* Truly unique and beautiful 


Learn to make cards with our kits and you'll be making 
your own in no time. 
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Send your letters to: 

Threads Letters 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 

or via email 
ThreadsLetters@taunton.com 


THREADS 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


A Wardrobe that Works 


his issue inspired me to clean out my closet this 

weekend—a full weekend task, to be sure. | had 

two closets’ worth of clothing stuffed into one. It 
was Crammed with garments I’ve made and loved, but 
nothing seemed to work with anything else, especially 
since | had trouble finding some things. I’m willing to 
bet you'll be similarly inspired because stories such as 
Louise Cutting’s “Paper Garments Guide Your Sewing,” 
Linda Lee’s “Get Great Style at Any Age,” Marcy Tilton’s 
“A Figure-Flattering Tee,” and Mary McCarthy’s “Knock 
Off Your Favorite Pants” offer just the right information 
for getting the wardrobe that you want. Plus, “Snoop 
Shopping: Spying for Style,” “Quick to Make: Istanbul 
Vest,” and “Fine Fabrics: Bamboo” will further inspire 
you with their new ideas, fabrics, and projects. Now 
that | have a clean closet and an organized wardrobe 
that | can see, | can’t wait to fill it up again! 

—Amber Eden, Editor, Threads 


P.S. Look for Sew Stylish, Gifts To Make, on newsstands 
in early October (or preorder at ThreadsMagazine.com/ 
quickgifts). It’s packed with cool and quick holiday gift 
ideas, and it’s a sure way to impress friends and family 


with your tasteful gift-giving finesse! 


RESPONSE TO ISSUE 132 
I received the September issue (no. 
132) today, and of course, I had to read 
it. I enjoyed the articles on vintage 
patterns—redoing “olden” garments. 
During the 1950s and ’60s, my neighbor 
and I put in side zippers in a reverse 
method with the zipper end under the 
arm and the closing end in the skirt 
area. This made it easier to close the 
zipper, more comfortable, and smoother. 
(I can't imagine anyone throwing out a 
Threads magazine!) 
— Henrietta Johnson, 
Bremerton, Washington 


Wow!—I just loved the latest issue. I 
have started to scout out second-hand 
clothing shops, auctions, and yard sales 
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LETTERS 


continued 


for clothes and patterns to remake. 
Threads is a truly inspirational magazine! 
—Wendy Nickel, via email 


I received issue no. 132 today and 
devoured it from cover to cover. What 
an incredibly special issue you gave 
us! You all must have had so much fun 
putting it together; it’s as if this issue 
was a celebration. Thank you so much 
for all the vintage-pattern and sewing 
articles. I have always loved vintage 
fashions, especially from the 1930s and 
40s; it was wonderful to learn about 
the mysteries of vintage patterns and 
to learn from every single one of the 
feature articles. Thank you for bring- 
ing back the vintage back cover and 
for shedding some light on digitizing 
machine-embroidery designs. I could 
go on and on—well done, Threads! 

—WNani Blyleven, 

La Palma, California 


I received my copy of the latest issue 
yesterday. Thank you for taking heed 
of our concerns and giving us back so 
much of what weve been missing; it’s 
very much appreciated. I’ve got house- 
guests for a few more days, but then 
I'm settling in for a good long read. We 
should present you with some kind 
of award! 

—Katina, from Gatherings 

on Threadsmagazine.com 


I couldnt be happier with Threads! 

I really appreciate the return of the vin- 
tage back page. I always loved looking 
at them. I’ve always wondered about 
the lifestyles of the people who bought 
and wore the fashions of the past, 
those who created the designs, the 
people who sewed the items, and 
whether they bought the items in a 
store or if they were custom made. 
Something I haven't seen on the back 
page yet is the clothing of specific 
trades of the past. Keep up the fine 
work. Now that you have restored the 
famous back page along with the great 
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articles, it will be hard to further 
improve such a fine publication! 
—Vickie M., from Gatherings 
on Threadsmagazine.com 


I had been a Threads subscriber almost 
from its inception, but I had let my sub- 
scription lapse because I was unhappy 
with its movement toward basic sewing 
techniques and away from couture 
sewing. Your last two issues have 
convinced me to renew. Thank you for 
returning to your former high stan- 
dards of design and clear instructional 
drawings. Please do not lose sight of 
Threads’ original mission. 

—Jonelle Lawrence, via email 


I have been reading your magazine since 
it first came out, and issue no. 132 has to 
be the most informative ever. Each of the 
articles has found a home in my library 
of sewing, and I look forward to using 
them. The belt-bag pocket will be just the 
thing to take to quilt shows and on shop- 
ping trips to cut down on things to carry. 
Thanks so much for a wonderful trip to 
sewing fun. 

—Julie Erb, Dauphin, Pennsylvania 


Thank you for bringing back the vintage 
back cover. I have been sewing for forty- 
five years and always find something new 
and inspiring in Threads magazine. The 
vintage cover always brings to mind the 
fact that something old is always new 
again. It is good to prevent the old ways 
from becoming lost arts. I am also glad to 
see the return of more advanced tech- 
niques being explained alongside begin- 
ner how-to columns. I often pass along 
issues to friends who are new to sewing 
and fabric arts. It is now impossible for 
anyone to “outgrow” your magazine. 
—Linda Noll, Winchester, Virginia 


Thank you, thank you, thank you! Words 
cannot express my pleasure at seeing 

the vintage garment restored to the back 
cover. In fact, with all the wonderful ar- 
ticles on vintage patterns, techniques and 


fabrics, the entire September 2007 issue is 
the best you have had in many months. 

—Ann F. Diseroad 

Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania 


The most recent issue on “Timeless Sew- 
ing Techniques” was one of your best 
ever! I love the style, quality, and story be- 
hind vintage clothing and fabrics, so all 
of the articles were great sources of new 
knowledge and ideas. An issue on vintage 
handwork would also be wonderful. Vin- 
tage embroidery and other handwork are 
true works of art, and I would appreciate 
more history and details. Keep up the 
wonderful work! 

—Lois Rockcastle, Eagle River, Alaska 

and Tupper Lake, New York 


I have been reading Threads since the 
beginning, and I have to say issue no. 
132 is the greatest issue ever! Finally, a 
comprehensive look at vintage clothing. 
I own (and wear) a large collection of 
vintage clothes, shoes, and handbags. I 
also cherish my huge collection of pat- 
terns from the 1940s and 50s. You very 
skillfully revealed and explained vintage 
fashion’s timeless appeal: it’s the quality 
of construction. Thank you for such a 
great issue. It’s a keeper! 

—Rory McMillan, via email 


Wow, this last issue was the best yet! 

Starting from the coat on the cover, there 

were so many interesting ideas. I have 

to stop making curtains for my kids and 

start on something exciting for myself! 
—Stephanie Sher, via email 


Iam a UK subscriber. I am absolutely 
thrilled with this issue, as I am inter- 
ested in vintage fashion. I am especially 
pleased by the article on using vintage 
patterns. I bought a copy of a pattern 
for a 1917 skirt. With tips on how to use 
it, this article will be invaluable for me. 
Keep up the good work, Threads. Your 
magazine is excellent and inspirational. 
—Audrey Wheeler, Crowborough, 
East Sussex, United Kingdom 


notions 


Have sewing machines, will travel 


designed to keep your 
machine and all of your 
sewing supplies organized 
and safe. Among its many 
features are a super-sturdy 
frame, straps to hold your 
machine in place, a remov- 


uttos Machine On 
[ie luggage makes 

it easy to take your sew- 
ing machine with you when 
youre on the go. Available in 
large (21x13.25x12 inches), 
as shown, and medium 
(19x12.25x10 inches), these 
easy-rolling suitcases are 


able pull bar, top and side 
openings, and a wealth of 


Easy-to-use 
thread snippers 


our fingers wont get 
V st in Fons and 
Porter's thread snip- 
pers because there are 
no finger holes. This 
helps to make these 
snippers more ef- 
“ficient for snipping 
stray threads than 







~ 


traditional scissors. 
The ergonomically designed 
handle is easy to control 
while cutting, and the 
stainless-steel precision 
blades cut cleanly and 
accurately. The snippers 
come with a removable 
point protector that prevents 
the sharp tips from acciden- 
tally poking something (or 
someone) while not in use. 
($13.99; ShopFonsandPorter.) 
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pockets for holding threads, 
notions, patterns, and more. 
Available in a rainbow of 
colors, these machine 
carriers also fold down to 

3 inches deep for convenient 
storage. ($155—medium, 
$175—large; Tutto.com) 
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An extra hand 
for your ham 


am holders aren't new, 
but they are hard to 
) find. The Deluxe Ham 
. ne ve Holder from Golden Hands 
** The whole art of living Industries will hold a seam 
is mirrored in fashion © | roll or a ham of any shape in 
pe CeeI ean ' place. It leaves both of your 
hands free to press seams 
open and curves smooth, 
and thus, eliminates 
awkward pressing 
situations. ($18.95; 
800-998-392, or 
GoldenHandsInd@ 
aol.com) 







Impressive pressing station 


hitney Design makes __ keeps your iron’s cord 


ironing and press- hoisted up above your work. 

ing less of a chore Another plus is the conve- 
with its new multi-featured nient lift-up sleeve board 
ironing board. The chrome that’s always at the ready for 


iron rest provides aburn-free pressing uncreased sleeves. 
surface for parking youriron, ($64.99; Organize.com) 

and the nifty “cordminder” 

(an antenna-like holder) 





Photos (except where noted): Sloan Howard; (p. 12, top) Scott Phillips; (p. 12, bottom) courtesy 
of Organize.com; (p. 13, middle) courtesy of SmartFlix; (p. 14, bottom) Scott Phillips 
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Make your angles precise 


left- and right-handed use. 
Made of frosted acrylic with 
black markings, it’s easy 

to see on light- and dark- 
colored fabrics. ($13.99; 
ZigZagCorner.com and 
JoannesCreativeNotions.com) 


hat makes this 

6x12-inch Traveler 

ruler from Olfa 
different are its pivot-point 
angle markings that en- 
able you to easily find 15-, 
30-, 45-, 60-, and 90-degree 
angles. It’s great for measur- 
ing bias strips and borders, 
and it’s equally suitable for 





Sewing DVDs to go! 


to sewing, there are other 
fiber-arts categories such as 
beading, knitting, crocheting, 






fyoure a fan of online movie 





rental services and youre 
in need of some in-home 


Dim 


FUNdamentais of Sewing (A) 
Pobtgs hiadeees ard eos Inte 





‘eVIEW 


Hone your hooping skills 


sewing instruction, you ll 
love SmartFlix—an online 


rental store for how-to DVDs. 


There are 43 sewing videos 
to choose from with topics 
that range from basic sewing 
skills to embroidery, serg- 
ing, and more. In addition 





f 


= 


* 
ian he ah 
= =, = 
a 
ae, 
. 


a: « 
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and screen printing to appeal 
to your crafty side. Youll 

also find a helpful comments 
section in which renters post 
DVD reviews. The average 
price for a one-week rental is 
$9.99, including U. S. postage. 
(SmartFlix.com) 





“In the Hoop” by Eileen Roche, getting accurate placement sections on stabilizers, needles, @& 





is a 40-page, spiral-bound of your motif is in the indis- and other helpful tips to sim- 


book that takes the mystery pensable angle-finding tool plify your machine embroidery 
projects. ($29.99; dzgns.com to 
order and to check for machine 


compatibility) 


ja 


and centering rulers included 
with the book. In addition to 
chapters on proper hooping 


out of setting up your hoop for 
machine embroidery. And even 
better, it tells you how to stitch 
a perfect design, evenif you’ve | technique and instructions 


hooped it incorrectly. The key to | on using the tools, there are 
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UC 


Do it All, Do it Bette 


HUY 
or super-accurate cut- 
ting, shed alittle light 
on your fabric with 
the Rotary Lite from 
Clover. These tiny lights 






(designed to fit on 
a Clover rotary cut- 
ter) are secured to the ¥ a switch, and are 
| handle with double-sided available in small, 
INSPIRING QUILTING/SEWING FEATURES tape and provide a steady medium, and large sizes 
* Extra-Large Quilting Extension Table beam to guide your cutting. to accommodate a variety 
Room to stretch out, which means better 
control and hassle-free sewing The lights run on a battery, of rotary cutters. ($7.99; 
Automatic Push-Button Threading turn on and off with the flip of | FabricDepot.com) 


Touch one bution and the thread is 
whisked into the needle’s eye 
MyCustom Stich 

Provides the ability to create custom stitches. 
AutomaticThread Cuflting 

One press of the button and upper and lower 
threads are trimmed 

PivotingFunction 

Achieve perfect points and crisp corners as 
you rotate fobric fo change sewing direction 


BRILLIANT EMBROIDERY FEATURES 


* Automatic Border Color Sorting 
Automatically reorders color blocks fo 
allow for continuous embroidery without 
repeatedly changing the upper thread 

* Large Embroidery Field 
Generous embroidery area—nearly 

2" x 7/—means more creative satisfaction 
with less effort 


Not your 
ordinary lotion 


his natural shielding hands from harsh chemicals 
lotion from Skin MD is and dye. It’s also perfect for 
more than just aregular — fending off dry, cracked skin 
moisturizer. It's great forsew- caused by frequent fabric 
| ers and lovers of fabric alike handling. ($25 for a 4-ounce 
| eh ragiscasad Resptes. this it designs ee because it creates a barrier bottle; SkinMDNatural.com) 
where you want them—awith ease and accuracy ease on the skin that protects your 


* Exceptional Letlering Functions a. 
Easily edit and customize embroidery tao. 


lettering (size, spacing, array) i . 
* Embroidery Designs = ge 


134 built-in designs based on 
Disney characters 


POWERFUL TECHNOLOGY = 


* Automatic Height Adjuster 


CVV goeliligs | ee Sor sae ne Pn At ih a .y 





Adjusts fo ochieve perfectly formed stitches | lamboo is still f nev Jr tates, sc 7 elec- = 

on varying fabric thicknesses RS pe Sauer oe el . oS paar Eee ees 
* Dual USB Ports cpl pie | pans be 

Connect to a computer and download | und at 4 

designs. Use memory sticks to load and Lad a3: 

save designs a BambooFabricStore.cor ‘ave.cc pi 


* USB Mouse , 3 i 
Use the included USB mouse to select functions | amboosa.cc CWeave.con \. 
and manipulate designs on screen - : be siete = 

SPOIL YOURSELF TODAY! re iil aS 
a a Ad “i oe ap 


1.800.4.A.BROTHER = HancockFabrics.co ichardAndersonttd.cc vane Be. 
AN Mel ce)ig(-)merelag 4 fo RUE Sper © oe eee. ie sre 


READER SERVICE NO. 146 





Talicere Ufo lare PMA | 
Do it All. Do it Better. 











a . 





<p sma 9 ee . | is “= — 
e Duetta™ 4500D's 


| as Dele \\elae-re N=.) ne = 90) 0)(e)(e(—avmeolslemeleliialer 
The Duetta 4500D is the sewing, embroidery and quilting machine you've always dreamed about. 

Rich, built-in designs and decorative stitches, dual USB ports, a custom-stitch design tool and automatic 
push-button threading. Plus, exciting new features like the back-to-beginning key, pivoting function, 
Automatic Height Adjuster” (AHA) feature and an extra-large quilting extension table. The Duetta 4500D 

is designed, engineered and developed by sewing fanatics...just like you. Expect fo be eye) |(=10 8 


q 


At your side. 






= ic) 
Do it All. Do it Better. 


For more information, call 1.800.4.A.BROTHER or visit www.brother.com 


*Offer good on purchase of Duetta 45000 trom a participating Authorized Brofner Innovis degier location belween August 14,2007 and October 31, 2007, Allow 8 weeks for receipt of 
Anita Diamond Club Embroidery Membership. Umi one claim per customer Brother International Corporation reserves the right to substitute offer with product of equal 
ot higher value. Visi! a participating Authorized Brother Innov-4 dealer or www brothercem for claim form and terms & Condifions (02007 Brother international Corporation. All rights 
reserved. Brother Industries Lid. Nagoya, Japon. Anita Goodesign. 2007 Disney/Pixar 
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500 Evening Gowns 


Lark Books seeks images to publish in a juried collection of gowns. 
The gowns may be literal or interpretations of the form. All techniques 
and media will be considered, including fabric, fiber, ceramic, wood, 
wire, found objects, and more. 


No entry fee; full artist's credit and complimentary book. We accept 
high-quality transparencies, slides, and high-resolution digital images. 


Deadline for Submission: January 2, 2008 


For more information, guidelines, and entry forms: 
Web: www.larkbooks.com 

Email: cassie@larkbooks.com 

Phone: (828) 253-0467, ext. 730 
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P Make the most of your time with this new Sew ‘n 
Serge/cutting table combination. Do everything 
Sw at one jocation without running from machine to 


SEW- BRITE machine. Station is 36° high, requires 29” chair, 


SB yp Mansodeant not included. 


Visit us at: 
www.sew-brite.com 
Call for a catalog 
eres | 





See us at the American Sewing Exn0 
Novi, Mi, Sept 28-30, and the 
Intemational Quilt Festival, Houston, 
TX, Nov. 1-4 


= 
MMA 


WADE, " 
lm THE 567793 





1 : ' | 
4S a SAY (just one of many pos possit eco i ic urations) | 





READER SERVICE NO. 130 


~ 10 free fabric swatches for new customers. 








Convenient & SA 
Easy Fabric UELING 


distinctive \)..com 





- Fast Shipping - - Volume Discounts 
20 Day, 100% Refund Policy 
Se 1 Yard Order Minimum! 


877- 721-7269 www. distinctivefabric. com 


























| jfashiondesigno! line 


ean 1 Well Chi nye? Solthewre. Inc h 


Online classes for digital pattern making. 
|(olUle|s) meme o(e)(--\ ese Mele)i(>iameale| «219 


For more information, call toll free (U.5.4CAN), email, or go to: 


(888) 929-2878 or (615) 952-3305 
[al (o)@?) (ol allejate(=\s(elale)al|iatoneve)ag 





AAakeSialie)ate|=<\le]alelaliial-xere)aay 
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TOLL FREE: 
877-FABRIC-3 














LY Ame) i All 

Purchases 
Donated to Charity 
Secure Online Ordering 


VAWAWAA OL ILA A amore) aa 


5455 Spine Road, Suite E; Boulder, Colorado 80301 USA 
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24th to 28th, 2007 


south =! 


5-day conference « 
& 700 exhibits ; 


creativ 


sewing . needlework . paper arts . beading + more 


1.800.291.2030 - www.creativfestival.ca 
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SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER 


tips 





ANTIPERSPIRANT RECYCLED 

I use an empty roller-type antiperspirant 
bottle that I have washed and refilled 
with water for pressing seams. The roller 


nicely moistens only the small areas 
that need pressing and simplifies the 
task significantly. 
—Louise Kammer 
Pleasant Hill, California 


SERGER-BLADE REPLACEMENT 
When I need to change the cutting blade 
on my serger, I first mark the blade level 
on my old blade. I then transfer the mark 
to my new blade by holding them side 
by side. That allows me to easily seat the 
new blade in my machine at the perfect 
level without difficulty or frustration. 
—Karen Wolff 
Laguna Hills, California 


LOOSEN A SNUG UNDERARM 
One of my favorite blouses was too snug 
in the underarm area, and the thought 


Tepee relaxes magnetic pull 


of taking out the sleeve and altering it 
in the conventional way was not appeal- 
ing. I'm familiar with the simple crotch- 
lowering trick in which you turn one 
leg inside the other and carefully sew a 
narrow seam lower than the original to 
increase the body space. I decided to try 
a similar procedure on the blouse un- 
derarm; after all, it’s the same principle. 
It worked like magic. It was fast and 

easy, and the results are perfect. The 
blouse is now comfortable, and you 
can't tell it was altered. 

—WNancy Fisher 

Kihei, Hawaii 


PREVENT PREWASH FRAYING 

Before I prewash my woven fabrics, es- 
pecially fabric that’s likely to fray, I run 
a wide zigzag stitch along the cut ends. 
It helps to keep fraying to a minimum 
and prevents the frayed threads from 
getting tangled up with other items in 
the wash. To double the benefit, I use 


My magnetic pin holder secures my silk pins so tightly that 
it’s difficult to remove them, so | push a knitting needle or 
stiletto under the pins to sculpt them into a tepee shape. 
Then | can remove individual pins effortlessly while the rest 


remain securely attached to the magnetic base. 


best 


— Elizabeth Shelton 
Cedar Rapids, iowa 


up 


thread that’s old or from spools that are 
almost empty. Without any extra effort, 
I effectively purge my thread stash at 
the same time. 
—Nancy Sherba 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


FOIL BOXES STORE STABILIZER 
I recycle my aluminum-foil boxes (wax 
paper and plastic-wrap boxes also work) 
by using them to store rolls of stabilizer. 
I roll my stabilizer around the empty 
cardboard tube and store it in the box. 
The rolls stay neat and clean, and the 
container acts as a third hand because 
it holds the roll as I “dispense” stabilizer 
according to my needs. 
—Patricia Jinkens 
Oxford, Ohio 


BABY MONITOR TO THE RESCUE 

My sewing room ison a different floor 
from my kitchen. I often get involved 
with my sewing and forget to check on 


OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2007. 17 








Madeira Embroidery & Quilting 
Thread Treasure Chest 


Over *1,000 in thread, 
designs ane accessories 















‘. 
all for only ¢ ~ oe H 
=o yy, : S| et 
rs | e ——— \ ig: s< 
A beautiful Teak Burl or White chest plus ¢ 180 Rayon 220yd spools r= ee 
e 10 Metallic 220yd spools ¢ 4 Bobbinfil 1650yd spools * 82 Embroidery — ” 
Designs on CD from Anita Goodesign « Stabilizer Starter Kit Ao] 











-¢ prands ! 
Only tne Oe St af 


re 






» FREE nebo + Get Club prices every site 
- Find products you can't get anywhere else 
on the web » Watch videos and download FREE projects. 






Sewingandcraftclub.com isa division of Sewing & Craft Supply USA » 800-547-8025 
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send us. 
your tips 


We will pay for all the 
ones we publish. 

Threads Tips 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsTips@taunton.com 





www.threadsmagazine.com 


meals I’m cooking. A few great dishes have 
been ruined over the years! 

I've found the perfect solution—a baby 
monitor. I put one in each room and set my 
stove timer. Now, I can hear the timer easily 
when I'm in my sewing room, and I can also 
hear the suspicious sounds that signal cook- 
ing disasters. Now I can sew without worry- 
ing because the baby monitor allows me to 
safely multitask. 

—Frecia Kelly 
Renton, Washington 


CHAPSTICK MAKES VINYL GLIDE 
I make totes and use a variety of vinyls. To 
prevent the presser foot from sticking or 
dragging, I apply a bead of Chapstick in front 
of my stitching. This eliminates inconsistent 
stitch lengths, and it’s easy to wipe off when 
youre finished. It works great on marine- 
grade, felt-backed, and even clear vinyl. 
—Sandra Lee Woods 
El Paso, Texas 


VISIBLE NET EDGES 

Recently, when I was serging white net 

to make small bags, I found it difficult to 
distinguish the edges of the net so that I 
could keep them even as I sewed. To make 
it easier, I marked the edge of each piece 
of net with a colored marking pen, using 
a different color for each piece. The lines 
were cut off by the serger knife, so there 


were no unwanted marks when I was 
finished, and it made sewing easier and 
less frustrating. 
—Margaret C. Story 
Goodrich, Michigan 


NAIL POLISH TO IDENTIFY NEEDLES 
I paint the shaft of each machine needle 
a different color or combination of colors 
using inexpensive nail polish so that I can 
quickly and easily identify its size and 
style. I record the size and style of each 
needle next to a brush stroke of each color 
on an index card that serves as a master 
list. The nail polish is easy to see, is amaz- 
ingly durable, and is available in a wide 
range of bright colors. 

— Audrey Lear 

Comox, British Columbia 


TABLE COVERING FOR PATTERNS 
I've found lightweight plastic table 
coverings (often used for banquet tables) 
helpful for copying and drafting patterns. 
I can buya 40-inch by 100-foot roll for just 
$6.99, so it’s economical and lasts a long 
time. The material is pliable, easy to write 
on, doesn't tear easily, and best of all, it 
doesn’t hold a crease. Even after being 
stored in a pattern envelope, there are no 
foldlines to worry about. 

—Dana Gros 

Lakewood, Ohio 


Used-needle identification 


Some projects require that you change 
needles after you've used them briefly, 
e.g., switch from a lightweight needle to 
a heavyweight one. To know if a needle is 
slightly used or brand new, | return used 
needles to the needle packet flat-side up. 
This way, | can distinguish a new needle 
(for that special project) from one that’s 
slightly used. 

—Gail Leone, Cedar, Michigan 
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Four floors & Opline Sewing Chearer 


Mal Order too! 
















MONTEREY MILLS 


iene o . Click, and let the experts | Fabrics and stuffing can be used 
: (Susan Khalje, Kenneth King & others) for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
teach you basic & advanced skills. costumes and more. 
Download a FREE lesson today! Orders usually shipped within 48 hours 


"VIII LILI LL) 


| LOG ON FOR REVIEWS, DISCUSSIONS & ARTICLES Send for free information or Send $5.00 
= ON PATTERNS, Ky KS AND MORE. for sample swatches 


: | 1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53546 
mgceueeeeseeceercerseccerrg: Ph: 1-800-255-9665 ext. 2920 
Fax: 608-754-3750 
146 geary st., san francisco, ca 94108 Email: campbellc@montereyi 
yinc.com 
415.392.2910 « britexfabrics.com Patte rmReview.com www.montereymills.com 
ng You SEW SMARTER -- every 
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BUTTONS 





v/ BEADS Meet Liz and her daughter Susan. 
EMBELLISHMENTS Successful. Confident. | 
eae, Embroidery Business Partners. 
COLOR IN STITCHES, INC. es 4 Is this your dream, too? 
PRESENTS i il t Make it your reality 
with Barudan! 
www.cisbuttons.net 








Restore a razor-sharp edge —s 


to your rotary cutting blades with the 

Dual Rotary Blade Sharpener. Just twist your 
rotary cutting blade against the abrasive disk to 
remove small burrs and dull spots. Available for 
standard 28mm, 45mm, and 60mm blades. 


Also try Mat Smoother to 
restore a smooth surface to 
your “self-healing” cutting mats, 
and Lint Magnet to clean up 
your mats after using a rotary 
cutter or Mat Smoother. Ask for 
these and other Colonial 
innovations for stitching at fine — 
sewing and quilting stores. 








www.barudan.com 800-627-4776 ee ae 


The Colonial Needle Company 


www.colonialneedie.com * 800-9-NEEDLE 
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PRIZE FOR BEST TIP 


Do you have a good sewing tip? Send 
it in, and we'll pay you if we publish 
it. We'll also select the cleverest tip in 
each issue, and the winner will receive 
a gift package of Taunton Press sew- 
ing books. (You can see our entire line 
of fiber arts books on our Web site, 
ThreadsMagazine.com.) 


This issue’s Winner receives: 


= More Fabric Savvy by Sandra Betzina. 
America’s best-selling quick guide to 
selecting and sewing fabrics includes 
more than 100 tips for working with all 
types of fabrics. ($24.95) 


= Creative Surface Design by Sandy 
Scrivano. This must-have book provides 
step-by-step instructions for four of 
the most popular surface design tech- 
niques: painting, stamping, stenciling, 
and embossing. ($21.95) 


= Fine Machine Sewing by Carol Laflin 
Ahles. Carol shares her proven 
“how-to” approach to master classic 
stitching, embellishing, and finishing 
techniques on the machine. ($27.95) 


= Couture Sewing Techniques by 
Claire B. Shaeffer. This comprehensive 
source offers techniques to help you 
create the elegance, detail, and polish 
of couture garments. ($21.95) 


= Power Sewing Step-by-Step by Sandra 
Betzina. Sandra shows how to build a 
wardrobe and how to make flattering 
fashion choices, as well as provides 
hundreds of great sewing techniques 
that will have you sewing like a pro in 
no time. ($34.95) 


BASTE WITH SPRAY ADHESIVE 
I like to work with sew-in interfacing, but 
the layers often shift during construc- 
tion, so I use atemporary spray baste 
to secure the layers before I stitch. I lay 
the fabric pieces to be interfaced on a 
piece of paper (to catch spray drift and to 
protect the table surface) and then spray 
them. Next, I smooth the interfacing 
over the fabric piece. It works beautifully, 
and the two pieces can be treated as one 
while you sew without risk of shifting. 
—Susan Trousdale 
Hartington, Ontario 


GRAPH PAPER FOR POCKETS 
When making bound buttonholes or 
welt pockets, I place a sheet of graph 
paper (ruled 8 squares to an inch) on 
the wrong side of the garment. Using the 
lines as a sewing guide, I'm able to stitch 
perfectly straight seams and square 
corners, and the paper is easy to remove 
when I've finished. 
—Joan Meyer 
Brunswick, Georgia 


BUTTONS BELOW THE WAIST 
Large, chunky shank buttons look great 
on blouses worn loose over trousers and 
skirts, but when the blouse is tucked in, 
the bottom button can create an unsightly 
and/or uncomfortable lump if it falls at 
or below the waistband. To eliminate this 
problem, I attach the button with a but- 
ton pin instead of sewing it on. The pin 
is similar to a regular safety pin, but one 
side includes a semicircular curve along 
its length that allows you to attach shank 
buttons without puckers. When I wear 
the blouse tucked in, I just remove the 
pin-secured button for a smooth, more 
attractive look. 
—Marsha M. Kitt 
Two Hills, Alberta, Canada 


QUILTER’S GLOVES PROTECT HANDS 
J am not a quilter, but a pair of quilter's 
gloves has become a favorite sewing aid. 


When pressing small seams, I slip a quil- 
ters glove onto my left hand (because I'm 
right-handed) and steam and press with 
my right. I use the kind of gloves that 
cover the entire hand and have lots of 
little rubber nubs on the palm side. These 
nubs help me to spread seams and hold 
on to small trim. Although the gloves are 
not heat resistant, they do protect my 
fingertips from the steam and heat and 
save me time in the process. 

—Jean Wachs 

Anderson, South Carolina 


TAPE PROTECTS RULER 
When I use rulers to copy patterns, my 
fine-tip markers leave ink on the edge of 
the ruler that I then have to clean with 
alcohol and a cotton swab. I discovered 
that ifI place a piece of 3M matte-finish 
removable tape along the ruler’s edge, 
I can remove the tape when I'm finished, 
and it willtake the ink marks with it! 
It comes off easily and doesnt leave a 
sticky residue. 
—Cheryl Benton 
Phoenix, Arizona 


STICKER LABELS FOR PATTERN PIECES 
Recently, I worked on a sewing project 
that had many pattern pieces. The jacket 
required fashion fabric, interfacing, 
and lining, and I knew it would be hard 
to keep track of which pattern pieces 
required which fabric. I had a stash of 
“reward stickers from my teaching days, 
so I decided to use them to keep me 
organized. I affixed a pink sticker to the 
tissue pattern pieces that required fash- 
ion fabric, a yellow sticker to pieces that 
needed lining fabric, and a blue sticker 
to pieces that required interfacing. The 
colorful stickers were quick and easy 
visual reminders that helped to make the 
cutting and sewing process go smoothly. 
Now, reward stickers are an important 
part of my sewing supplies. 
—Mary Sullivan 
Framingham, Massachusetts 
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IT’S THE SOUND OF A SERGER SCAREDY-CAT 
BEING TRANSFORMED INTO A SERGING PRO. 





You know who you are. You re the one bursting with home décor and fashion ideas, 
but too intimidated by all those spools and needles to give serging a try. 


Well, forget everything you've heard. The rules have changed with Baby Lock. 


With Baby Lock’s exclusive , you could be serging in the time it 
takes to read this ad. Just aim the thread into the hole, push the button and “whoosh,” 
it’s threaded. Need to switch colors? No problem. Jet-Air Threading lets you change 
threads in a flash. 


But don't take my word for it. Go to a Baby Lock retailer and experience 
it firsthand. Or look and listen at babylock.com/jetair. 


That little “whoosh” will change the way 
you think about serging forever. | | 
(army a # a 4 
PBS Host of “Sewing With Nancy” a | | 





Optional Gold Standard 
Com pre hensive Care 
program Ls available 


VE OF SEWING 


www. babylock.com 
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PATTERN PAPER FROM STAPLES 

I live in a town where good sewing sup- 
plies are nearly nonexistent, but there 

is a Staples office-products store. When 
Iran out of my favorite pattern-making 
paper, I went to Staples to find the best 
substitute. As it turned out, what I found 
was almost as good as the pattern paper 
I usually use that’s made for sewing. 

The Chart Tablet is a 32x24-inch, 
spiral-bound pad of thin bond paper. It's 
printed with blue guidelines, and the 
lines and printing on the pattern 'm 
copying are clearly visible through the 
paper. In addition, it’s reasonably priced. 
The printed lines easily line up with 
grainlines and lengthen and shorten 
lines for accuracy. Because it’s spiral- 
bound with a heavy cardboard cover, 
the sheets don't separate from the pad 
unless they are torn off. I can store the 
pad on its edge and slip it behind a piece 
of furniture to store it out of the way. The 
size isn t optimal, but it’s large enough 
to copy most pattern pieces on one 
sheet, but it’s easy to tape two sheets 
together to copy larger pattern pieces. 

—Pamela Johnston 
McMinnville, Oregon 


MAGNETIC NECK CLOSURES 
I have made several blouses and 
shells for my mother that require a 


hook-and-eye or a button-loop closure in 
back at the neck, but she has arthritis in 
her hands and has trouble using them. I 
decided to try magnetic clasps intended 
for necklaces, which I found at Michaels. 
They are reasonably priced and came in 
a variety of styles in gold and silver tones. 
They are very easy to stitch onto fabric, 
and if they show, they look like necklace 
closures. Best of all, my mother no longer 
needs help fastening her blouses, and 
she is quite pleased. 

—Erin Rovetson 

Ottawa, Canada 


CHAIN-LINK HANGING CLOSET 

As a professional seamstress who works 
out of my home, closet space is a prized 
commodity. By strategically placing 
molly-bolt hooks in the ceiling, [ve been 
able to hang various lengths of 1- to 
1%-inch chain link to create “hanging 
closets’ that work wonderfully! 

I currently have five chains hanging, but 
the one I use the most is above my sewing- 
machine chair. I can hang a dress or skirt 
and mark the hem using my yardstick 
touching the floor. The garment rotates 
easily as I proceed, and when I've finished, 
I can also stitch the hem as it hangs. 

—Kathleen Lo pata 
Denver, Colorado 


Easy seam-allowance guide 


A rubber band around 
the base of my sewing 
machine is an excellent 
way to temporarily mark 
a wider-than-usual seam 
allowance. It’s easy to 
follow and stays in place 
securely, but it’s simple 
to move for wider or 
narrower seams. 
—Rita Strobel 
San Francisco, California 
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A wardrobe 
fit for fall 


24 


his fall marks a return 

to ladylike elegance 

and a break from overly 
casual dressing. The fall 
runway shows delivered the 
united message that it’s al- 
ways OK to dress up. And we 
couldn't be happier. At the 
shows, designers unveiled 
classic, tailored pieces and 
super-feminine silhouettes 
made modern with innova- 
tive details and fabrications. 
It all boils down to a season 
based on versatility. Here, we 
give you the patterns you ll 
need to create a jam-packed, 
option-filled fall wardrobe. 
In this collection, youll find 
a must-have trench coat, a 
cozy jacket for the cooler 
months, a beautiful tapered- 
hem dress and blazer that 
has that tailored look, and a 
fantastically easy-to-wear- 
with-everything knit dress. 
We have a knit top with tons 


of neckline styles to choose 
from, a sporty pants pattern 
for jeans and beyond, and 

a skirt pattern with five clas- 
sic designs to take short or 
long. Weve got your options 
covered. The only trouble 
with having so many options, 
of course, is choosing which 
to make. 


Anna Mazur is a Threads 
contributing editor and master 
of choosing patterns that fit the 
style of the moment. 


LOOK FOR THESE ICONS 
ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS 
+ Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fast and easy 

A Challenging techniques 
™ Petite options 

* For knits 


THREADS-APPROVED Every pattern you see here has been 
sewn and tested. We keep a close watch on fashion trends and 
select patterns that reflect the latest looks. Each one is then 
sent to a talented tester, who sews it in muslin to evaluate the 
proportions, style, and pattern instructions. 


THREADS 


The essential trench 


Neue Mode 23396 (Sullivans.net) 


This classic trench-coat design goes up a notch 
on our pattern meter because it’s the must-have 
look for fall that can also carry you well into 
spring and beyond. A vented slit at the center 
back seam and pocket variations are the main 
design details. Choose pockets with vertical slits, 
or patch pockets (plain or pleated) with flaps. 
There aren’t any darts in this pattern unless you 
go up to a large size (20), and seam and hem 
allowances are not included. 

(Sized 10-22 for busts 33-43.25 in. and hips 
36.25-46.5 in.) 

—Tested by Cindy Rodrigues, Reading, Massachusetts 





STYLE TIP: For autu mn, try 


a lightweight corduroy or wool 
gabardine. For holiday style, deck 
it out in velvet. Come spring, 
make it in bright polished cotton 
or water-resistant fabric. 


Photos: /a 


JACKET: BUTTERICK 4865 


Blouse: Gazebo, f or store locations, contact: Agent RED 
International 212-997-9234; Skirt: report, available at select 
Bloomingdale's; Earrings: Lauren by Ralph Lauren, available 
at select Macy’s; Shoes: El Dante, available at Siren on the 
Boulevard (818-508-9875); Clutch: nahuiollin, nahuiollin.com 


A fast and cozy cover up 






















Butterick 4865 (Butterick.com) 


This pattern includes a nice selection of unlined jackets with a variety of 
collar variations that hit the mark for outerwear this season. Our tester 
especially liked the fit of the two-piece raglan sleeves that look contem- 
porary with their wide sleeve hemlines (16 inches). It’s easy to lengthen 
these jackets and custom-fit the sleeves. Although this is an easy pattern, 
the notched-collar version may be tricky for the beginners. 

(Sized Misses’/Misses’ Petite XS-XL (4-22) for busts 29.5-44 in.) & 

—Tested by Betty Brown, Culver City, California 





STYLE TIP: take a cue from 
the runways, and make it in rich 
wintry neutrals such as dove 
gray or creamy white. We went 
for warm and cozy with this soft, 
nubby wool boucleé. 





Pick a neckline, any neckline 


McCall’s 5271 (McCall.com) 


This knit-top pattern comes with lots of op- 
tions. It includes several pullover versions with 
deep cowls, wraps, and gathered necklines as 
well as sleeveless, long-, and short-sleeve varia- 
tions and a basic camisole for layering. Accord- 
ing to our tester, choosing fabric of the right 
weight is critical to getting a good drape and 
keeping the look bulk-free. Select tissue-weight 
knits for the wrap and the cowl necklines, as 
they have more fabric in the 

front. This is a great pattern 


for anyone who is new to 


STYLE TIP: trom rib- 


bons, to ruffles, deep V-necks 
to cowls, tops this fall are all 


sewing knits. 
(Sized Misses’ XS—XL (4-22) 


for busts 29.5-44 in.) @ * about drawing attention to 
—Tested by Linda Henry, the neckline. Try adding a lace 
Fair Oaks, California appliqué or beading to rev up 


the camisole. 
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PATTERN REVIEW continued 


SKIRT: BROWN PAPER PATTERNS— 
SKIRT PACKAGE ONE 


Blouse: Too the Max, available at select Macy’s; Belt: Club 


Monaco, clubmonaco.com; Bag: KALE, KALEhandbags.com; S ki rt S t h at £ O S h O rt O f O ni £ 


Shoes: Via Spiga, viaspiga.com 






Brown Paper Patterns—Skirt Package One (BrownPaperPatterns.com) 
This skirt pattern delivers contemporary versions of five versatile yet slim-silhouetted 
skirts. All are offered with natural or 1-inch-lowered waistlines and in two lengths: 20 
or 38.5 inches. Choose from a basic straight or A-line style, a slip-on princess or A-line 
style, or a 6-gore skirt. Allof the versions can be lined or unlined and sewn together 
very quickly, especially after the fit is finalized with a muslin. Fora small fee, these 
patterns in one style/one size can be downloaded at PrintSew.com. 
(Sized for hips 32-50 in.) @ + 


—Tested by Marion Higa, Honolulu, Hawaii 


STYLE TIP: Ralph Lauren 


and Zac Posen made these 
classic skirt styles look 
modern on the runways by 
pairing them with short 
double-breasted and 
cinched-waist-style jackets. 








Knit dressing is here to stay 


Simplicity 3775 (Simplicity.com) 
Despite the cooler weather, dresses in knit fabrics remain a key look for fall. This stretch- 
knit dress pattern with wide-band, shirred, or twisted-overlay variations also lets you draw 
attention to the waist—another style hole-in-one this season. The shirred overlay is nar- 
rower than the midriff, so the fit may be snug against the torso. Our tester recommends 
that you use a thin fabric for the overlay to reduce bulk and a good-quality knit with body 
and drape. Arm options include sleeveless, cap, and three-quarter sleeves. 
(Sized Misses’ 4-20 for busts 29.5—42 in. and hips 31.5—44 in.) * 

—Tested by Michele Kwiatkowski, Danbury, Connecticut 


STYLE TLP: Knit dresses 


abound for fall in a wash of 
neutrals and dusky autumnal 
colors. To perfect the designer 
look (and stay toasty), pair 
them with black, gray, or 
navy tights. 





LOOK FOR THESE ICONS ON THE PATTERN REVIEWS = # Includes sizes 24 and up 
@ Fastandeasy AChallenging techniques M Petite options %* For knits 
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DRESS AND JACKET: VOGUE 2942 


Shoes: Alima, Alima.com; Necklace: W. Culpepper, 
WendyCulpepper.com; Bag: BCBG, available at select 


A pretty, pleated dress and tailored jacket  riccmitionmsocstre (to seers) 


FryeBoots.com; Clutch: KALE, KALEhandbags.com 

















gee ‘~ 7 

Vogue 2942 (VoguePatterns.com) 
For a pattern that is rated “average” in skill level, this Vogue Donna Karan 
Collection pattern requires quite a bit of work and a tremendous amount 
of accuracy and skill. The lined jacket has many details, including a bias col- 
lar, princess seams, inseam pockets and mock flaps, belt carriers, and sheer 
trim insertions along the hem edge; however, with its empire waist, in-seam 
pockets, and a shaped wide-banded hem, the bubble-like lined dress is the 
star. The empire waistline seam also boasts a delicate-looking row of tiny 
¥-inch pleats. 
(Sized Misses’ 6-20 for busts 30.5—42 in. and hips 32.5-44 in.) & 

—Tested by Anne Kendall, 


Seekonk, Massachusetts 


STYLE ‘TIP: For goddess- 


like drape, make this dress in 
a silk knit (as we did here) or 
matte jersey. It is striking in 
a bold print and ethereal ina 
solid neutral color. 





Straight and sporty jeans 


Petite Plus Patterns — Jeans 605 (PetitePlusPatterns.com) 
Our tester highly recommends this stylish jeans/casual pants pattern forits wonderful 
fitting techniques. Although designed for petite sizes, it’s easy to adjust the pattern 
to taller sizes. The Perfect Fit Guide included in the instructions also makes altering 
fora full or flat seat, a full tummy, and baggy-back legs a cinch. What’s more, the 
back pockets are sized to flatter—without over-emphasizing—the posterior, and the 
waistband design allows for partial elastic insets. This is a great all-around design 
for comfort and fit. 

(Sized 14-24 for hips 42-52 in.) + & 

—Tested by Fran Godderidge, 
Ogden, Utah 





STYLE TIP: The back seams on 


these jeans make for a sporty style, just 
like the designer versions shown on the 
runways. Break out of the box, and try a 
fabric with sheen to mimic Balenciaga’s 
upgraded-cargo-pants look. 
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Send it to us and we'll find 
an expert’s answer. 

Threads Q&A 

PO Box 5506 

Newtown, CT 06470-5506 
or via email: 
ThreadsO&A@taunton.com 


READERS’ QUESTIONS— 
EXPERTS’ ANSWERS 


Oh, couture! 


C y What's the difference 
Swe _ between couture and 
haute couture? 
— H. Daniels 
via email 


/ Christina Binkley, Senior 

™\ Special Writer: Retail & 
Luxury Goods for The Wall 
Street Journal clarifies: Haute 
couture—loosely translated as 
“high fashion’ —is protected 
by the French Ministry of In- 
dustry, and only fashion houses 
designated by the Chambre 
Syndicale de la Haute Couture 
have permission to use it. 

Couture technically means 

“sewing” and, in the shops 
of Paris, can refer to seam- 
stresses and tailors. On 
this side of the Atlantic, 
“couture” is used to make 
all manner of things sound 
impressive—even sweatpants 
and dog collars. 


Fitting finishes for stretch lace 


) Hove Hazel Matthys’ 
~ “Little Black Dress” 
featured in no. 130. How did she 
stabilize and finish the neckline 
and hems? 
— Jeannie McCalla 
via email 


Hazel Matthys replies: 
The dress has a full-slip 
lining made of a lightweight 
knit that's attached only at 
the shoulders. I finished the 
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unlined cap sleeves and 
V-neckline with 112-inch- 
wide strips of the lining 
fabric, cut on the straight 
of grain. 

Fold the strips in half 
lengthwise, wrong sides 
together, and baste the long 
edges together with a zigzag 
stitch. Then, using a serger, 
align the edges, and sew the 
strip to the right side of the 
garment edge. I don't use any 


Haute couture dates 
back to Charles Frederick 
Worth, a nineteenth-century 
Englishman-turned-Parisian 
who enjoyed the patronage 
of Napoleon III. In 1868, the 
Chambre Syndicale was 
created to govern everything 
from the fabrics used to 
the number of employees 
allowed so that haute couture 
remained both French and 
luxurious. By the mid-twentieth 
century, there were more than 
100 haute couture houses. 

Sadly, the number of haute 
couturiers has steadily fallen 
with the number of clients will- 
ing to pay for their designs. One 
dress can require 300 hours of 
work and cost $50,000. Only 
ten haute couturiers remain. 
To fill out the shows every 
January and July, the Chambre 
invites about twenty-four guest 
designers to participate. 


additional stabilizer in knit 
garments, but I stretch the 
binding slightly as I sew it in 
place. The amount of stretch 
depends on the fabric, so 
Irecommend that you use 
scraps for test samples. For 
more about finishing stretch 
knits, see my article in 
Threads no. 126, pp. 34-39. 





Down and out 


( Y }! purchased a down jacket 
Ys od with avery thin lining, and 
the fe feathers migrate through 
it. | want to replace the lining 
and needtoknowwhat kind of 
fabric | should buy to prevent 
this from happening again. 
— Kimberly 


via email 


Rochelle Harper, who 

designs and sews 
outerwear, advises: Look for 
a down-proof fabric made of 
long-staple, smooth fibers, 
preferably synthetic for water 
repellence as well as durabil- 
ity. I prefer high-count nylon 
taffeta and ripstop. Both 
are rugged, down-proof, 
and slick enough for a coat 
lining. Beware, calendered 
fabrics—fabric that has been 
passed between pressur- 
ized and heated cylinders 
to smooth and glaze the 
finish—may look like taf- 
feta but aren't necessarily 
down-proof. Although coated 
fabrics typically prevent down 
and feathers from migrating, 
they don't breathe and may be 
uncomfortable to wear. 


NYLON TAFFETA 

AND RIPSTOP 

You can find nylon taffeta 
and ripstop at the following 


Web sites: 
Fabricline.com 
QuestOutfitters.com 
SeattleFabrics.com 
TheRainShed.com 


creative vision’ 


The more you want the more you get 


























Your vision is real. 
Spacious. Bright. Precise. Creative. 


Discover what is waiting for you: 

The most generous sewing space — perfectly illuminated, with 
the longest free arm and the largest embroidery area of all 
time. The brilliant Pfaff HD Screen with a 3D view of designs, 
shapes and colors. The original Pfaff IDT™, even feed from 
the top and bottom. A huge selection of high quality 9 mm 
stitches. Precise Positioning — the easiest, most accurate 
means of connecting sections of large embroidery creations. 
Visit your authorized Pfaff dealer to experience all of the 
exciting features of the Pfaff creative vision. 


Now Available 
36 Months 


No Interest Financing! 
See store for details. 


HomecSource 


<1 


Experience creative vision™ live! 
www.pftaffusa.com 


Learn even more about the Pfaff creative vision 
features and accessories online. 
Call 1-800-99-PFAFF or visit pfaffusa.com 
to locate an Authorized Pfaff dealer, the only 
place you will find the Pfaff creative vision. 


©2007 VSM Sewing Inc. PFAFF® is a registered trademark of VSM Group AB orits licensors. creative vision™ is a trademark of VSMGroup AB or its licensors. All rights reserved. 
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Achieve T-shirt perfection. 
The surplice tee rises 
above the rest in terms 

of comfort, style, and its 
oh-so-slimming effect. 


= 
t 
—_ 
& 
& 
= 
t 
= 
3 
Lt 
= 
& 
= 
a, 


—Frenc' 
ent photos: Sloan Ha 


Ag credits: jeans 





A Figure-Hlattering 


Make a custom-fit 
surplice top that 
elongates the body 
and slims the waist 
BY MARCY TILTON 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


PATTERNS 
TO TRY 


Start with a surplice 
pattern designed 
for knits. Here are 
some suggestions: 


Butterick 4347, ViewC 
Kwik Sew 2694 

Kwik Sew 3360, View B 
Kwik Sew 3497 
(sleeveless versions) 


Vogue 8151, View A 


tee 


f there's a T-shirt style that flatters most 

women, it’s the surplice knit top. Among 

its many charms, it features diagonal 

lines that curve across the body and 

draw the eye downward, thus lengthen- 

ing and slimming your figure. And if 
you choose a double-wrap style (one with two 
overlapping layers of fabric across the front), 
it even smoothes the midsection. What could 
be better than that? 

I first discovered the wonders of the 
surplice top in a workshop I was teaching. I 
purchased a basic black surplice tee for the 
group to try on with other garments. Every 
woman who could fit into it tried it on, and 
to my surprise, it always looked fabulous. Al- 
though the fit wasn't perfect and the neckline 
placement varied significantly, it slimmed 
every figure. We all wanted to run home and 
make one. 

I've since experimented with surplice 
patterns and discovered that, although it’s 
a surefire, wear-with-everything style, most 
of them do not come out of the pattern 
envelope or off the rack that way. Here, I'll 
share my techniques for adjusting surplice 
patterns to get the most flattering fit, espe- 
cially at the necklines. I'll also give you my 
T-shirt-construction tips along with some 
great design ideas to experiment with. Be 
forewarned: this style is so good you may 
want to make a surplice tee to go with every 
outfit you own. 

Marcy Tilton is a longtime sewer, designer, 
and T-shirt-sewing diva. Check out her latest 
CD-ROM, Where Did You Get That T-shirt, 


available at MarcyTilton.com. 
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Adjust your pattern. 
The neckline on this 
surplice top, made 
from Kwik Sew 

pattern 2694, was 
raised foramore | 
flattering fit. 





| SURPLICE TEE 
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Fit the pattern 


The first step in getting a great fit is to fine-tune your 
pattern to fit your figure. After that, it’s easy to use the 






same basic pattern again and again. 


ADJUST THE NECKLINE 

For the most flattering surplice-tee fit, the key isin the 
neck-edge placement. Depending on your taste and figure, 
the neckline may be slightly curved, and the front edge 

may join the side seam close to the armhole or lower on 
the side seam. 

It is not difficult to change the shape or coverage of the 
wrap, but it is best to do so before cutting. Ask yourself: 
Does the neck give the right coverage across the bustline? 
Dol want the diagonal edge to go over or under the bosom? 
Where at the side seam does the finished neck edge end? To 
adjust your pattern, simply use a hip curve to draw in a new 
neckline where it suits you. It’s fine to add paper to do it. 


Make a bulk-free hem 


The trick to a bulk-free hem ona surplice top is to use 
a spray adhesive to hold the hem in position while 
stitching. Sew the hem before sewing the side seams. 


() First, press the hem in place. | 
prefer a 1- to 2-inch hem depth, and 
| press the hem before | sew the side 
seams, as it is easierto work with 
when flat. Use an oak tag pressing 


¢ ° _ Tissue-fitting is essential 
template for an even hem. 1 ifr } 


Next, apply adhesive spray to the ~ | Tissue-fit your pattern to make 


hem allowance. Use paper to mask sure it fits around you well and 

off the hem area, spraying a section is the length you want. To do so, 

at a time with an even application pin the pattern together along its 
of adhesive. Protect your table sur- seamlines with the seams pinned 
face with a layer of paper, or place to the outside, try it on, and check 
the garment in a shallow box. the circumference at the bust, waist 


and hips, the neck width and shape, 
the shoulder and sleeve placement, 
armhole position, and finally, the 
overall shape and length. 





Finally, stick the hem in place, and machine- 
or hand-stitch it to finish. 
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Two ways to finish the neck edge 


Sew the neck edge before you sew the side seams and the sleeves so that you have less fabric to handle. 


@) SIMPLY TURN AND STITCH 


This method is the easiest and quickest way to finish the neck edge. 


Staystitch the cw = | - - ae 


neck edge; then 








press it under 

%’ to % inch along 
the staystitching. 
Press in sections 





using a tailor’s 





ham, working the - : -— 7 : - 
| fabric so that it Secure the edge by spraying the narrow Topstitch by hand using a running 





lies smoothly. turned-under section with an adhesive stitch with pearl cotton, or machine- 
spray such as 505. Mask off the area with stitch it with a single or double 
paper, turning and securing as you go. needle with woolly nylon in the bobbin. 


@ BIND THE EDGE 
Experiment with self or contrasting lengthwise, crosswise, or bias cut (as long as there is enough stretch) knit bindings. A woven 
fabric cut on the bias also works nicely. 


With right sides together 
and the binding on top, sew a 


Because the stretch of 


knit fabrics varies, you'll 
% inch seam allowance along 
have to make samples to 
._s the neck edge with even 
determine your binding ), 
tension so that it doesn’t 


stretch. Stretch the binding 
slightly as you sew. If the 


size. Make them long 
enough to go around 


the neck edge and wide 
neck edge is too big or the 
enough to sew, wrap, Lae | 
and trim before you a aaa ae lla 


stitch in the ditch. 





tension to the binding. 






- <<éaZz 





From the right side, press the seam al- By machine or by hand, stitch in the ditch. 
I lowances flat.Wrap the binding around If you sew by hand, make a knot every couple 
the edge,pressingafewinches atatime | Ofinches to prevent the thread from popping. 
With a rotary cutter, trim the seam and placing pins in the ditch to secure it. 
allowance to an even width to smooth Position the pins so you can pull them out 
out any irregularities, but do not clip. as you sew. 
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 SURPLICE TEE 
Discover Secret Construction Tips 


For the best results when working with T-shirt knits, keep these time-tested tips in mind: 


Good to Know 


MACHINE SETUP 

No special stretch stitches 
are required, and you do 
not need a serger, but it 
does finish edges nicely. 
Use a 2.0 to 2.5mm stitch 
length, a straight stitch, 

a no. 12 universal needle, 
and good-quality polyester 
thread. If stitches are skip- 
ping, try a stretch needle, 
ballpoint needle, or using a 
smaller needle. 


DESIGN AND FIT AS 

YOU GO 

For a precise fit, try the gar- 
ment on at every step. After 


_ you’ve sewn the shoulder 


seam, pin the side seams 
pointing out, checking neck 
shape, armhole placement, 
and shoulder width; then 
make adjustments accord- 
ingly. Try it on again before 
you sew your side seams to 
add waist darts or shaping 
at the side seams. 


CHECK YOUR EASE 

For the most flattering 
look, allow enough ease 
in your T-shirt so that the 
fabric skims the body but 
isn’t skintight. 
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STAYSTITCH THE NECK EDGE 

Staystitch the neck edge to stabilize it 
and prevent it from stretching as you sew 
and fit. It also serves as a pressing guide. 


STABLILIZE THE SHOULDER SEAMS 
Stabilize the shoulder using a 
1-inch strip of fusible tricot such as 
So Sheer in the back shoulder seam. 
Be sure to cut the tricot in the least 
stretchy direction. Sew the shoul- 
der seam, press both seams to the 
back, and topstitch to keep the seam 
smooth and flat. 


fr 





SEW WITH THE SLEEVE ON THE BOTTOM 

Most of us learned to set a sleeve with the sleeve on top, but sewing the sleeve in flat (before 
sewing the side seams or sleeve seam) with the garment on top allows the feed dogs to work with 
the give of the knit, so the ease just disappears. 


HEM THE BACK AND FRONT SEPARATELY 

To reduce bulk, stitch the front and back 
hems separately (rather than as one hem) before 
you sew the side seams. 





6 GREAT DETAILS FROM THE DESIGN GALLERY 


Be creative with your hem and neck edges for a unique top that’s all your own. 
Here are some ideas to spark your imagination: 





Go beyond knits. Try a woven 
bias binding for your neck 
edge.For this sleeveless top, | 
chose a silk organza binding. 


Experiment with fabrics. Here, 
sheer netting was used for the 
sleeves and the neck edge to give 
the tee a soft, ethereal look. 


Go skinny or wide with a neck-ed ge 
binding; the choice is yours. Here, a 
narrow, contrasting print binding 
breaks up the busy bodice print. 


Balance a simple turned and 
topstitched neckline with a wide, 
asymmetrical hem. Silk screening also 
adds interest to this solid tee. 


Play with trim. Elastic trim 

at the sleeve ends and a frayed 
edge is unstructured. Also, collect 
fabric designs you love for unique 
neck edges. 


For a modern look, leave the neck 

- binding and hem edges raw, and 
topstitch strips of self or contrasting 
fabric to the body. 
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Get in there! 
Inspect clothes 
inside and out 

to learn new 
sewing and 
design techniques. 
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Be a spy for style. Comb stores for design ideas, 
construction know-how, and to-die-for details 





BY GEORGENE SHELTON 


get paid to shop. It may sound like fun 
(and it is!), but it is also a serious part 
of my job as a consulting designer to 
clothing manufacturers. Not only do I 
need to know what the latest styles are and 
how well they are selling, but I also need 
to be able to communicate to my clients in 
detail how to realize a finished garment. 

Several times a year, I set aside a day to 
“snoop” shop; with camera and notebook 
in hand, I hunt down and record the retail 
details of the moment. I encourage you to 
do the same. Whether it’s Paris, London, 
New York, or your local mall, a wealth of 
clothing and accessory ideas is out there, 
and you can hunt it down. 

Fashion photography in magazines and 
on the Web do help us visualize what's 
new in color, fabric, and silhouette, but 
if you've ever wondered—“How did they 
make that?”—the best way to find out is to 
go out and do alittle industrial espionage. 


Make shopping a tutorial 

When you shop to spy—not to buy—ev- 
ery store becomes a classroom. I like to 
shop alone so I can really focus on my 
work, but feel free to bring a friend. With 
a buddy, you can cover twice as much 
ground, and you ll feed off of each other's 
enthusiasm. Scan the racks for a new 


looks, and note how those innovative 
garments are made. 

Try on things that you would never, ever 
buy, and don't look at the price tag! I go 
to the most expensive stores and inspect 
garments and accessories that I won't be 
taking to the cash register. 

Look for trends. When I snoop shop, the 
first things I look for are current styles. 
Which colors are hot? Which skirt length 
is most popular? Are the silhouettes boxy, 
figure-hugging, or somewhere in between? 
Shop at the beginning of the season, when 
the new arrivals are most plentiful. In a 
department store or small boutique, you 
can see trends emerge when you shop ona 
regular basis. 

Zoom in on details. Look for what's 
new—not only in silhouette and overall 
style but also in construction and embel- 
lishments. Study the collars, cuffs, fac- 
ing construction (orlack of facings), etc. 
How many of us cut and fuse facings for 
garments that could be finished in other, 
more modern ways? 

Figure out what's best on you. Scan the 
racks for what appeals to your taste; then 
study each garment closely to find out 
what attracted you to it. Was it the fabric, 
the color combination, or an embellish- 
ment? A new proportion? Shopping is 


continued >>> 
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SNOOP SHOPPING 


your laboratory; use it to take notes that 
you can refer to when you re home put- 
ting your version together. To see whether 
a style will suit you, try it on, (I always 
take advantage of those 3-way dressing- 
room mirrors to check the fit on all sides!) 
or at least hold it up in front of you, and 
analyze the effect in a store mirror. 


Gear up to take notes 

To snoop shop, I dress appropriately 
for the city and district I plan to visit. 
Wear comfortable shoes, a jacket with 
pockets, and good foundation gar- 
ments; carry a bag that leaves your 
hands free. Youll also need to pack a 
few spy tools: 

Sketchpad and pencil. The most basic 
items youneed for a fashion-hunting 
expedition is a small notebook and 
pencil. What? You can't draw? If you 
looked at my thumbnail sketches 
below, you might think I can't draw 
either. Anything you scribble down will 
jog your memory. Draw arrows to areas 


THE BEST SPY GEAR 


It’s amazing how fast you forget what you see in the 
stores. Here are a few ways to bring fashion and sewing 


ideas home with you: 


Camera ready. 

Turn off the flash, 

and snap a photo on 
your digital camera. 

At home, download 
the images onto your 
computer, and organize 
them by garment type, 
style, or color. 


Testing 1, 2, 3. 
A mini tape recorder 
fits into a pocket. 
Turn it on, and 
describe a garment. 
Once home, simply 
transcribe the tape. 
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in your sketch that have interesting 
details, and write a brief description. 

I also write quick descriptions without 
sketches—especially when it’s a sewing 
detail. Use a small notebook that fits in 
your hand and a short pencil so they slip 
into and out of your pocket easily for a 
quick note-taking. 

Undercover photography. A small digital 
or cell-phone camera is a handy spy tool 
as well. Most stores don't mind casual 
photography; however, the sales folks are 
often busy, and the space is packed with 
other shoppers. I use a camera that has 
flash override, so I can quickly snap shots 
without calling attention to myself. The fit- 
ting room is a good place to get close-ups 
and focus on what youre interested in. 

Photographing a window presents 
challenges; reflections in the glass can be 
annoying. To minimize them, stand at an 
angle, or position yourself so you capture 
the clothes and not your own reflection. 
Wear dark clothing, or hold up a big, 
black scarf to reduce glare. I often 









photograph European windows early 

in the morning or at night when theyre 
closed. There are fewer pedestrians walk- 
ing in front of the windows. For better 
nighttime shots, lean the camera lens 
directly on the glass and use flash. 

Record your impressions. A mini tape re- 
corder is another way to take notes. Talk 
quietly into it, and describe what you see. 
Back home, you can transcribe the ideas 
and put them into practice. 

I rarely buy anything on my expeditions, 
but I always learn something new about 
what I can wear or figure out a better 
method of constructing a garment. What 
better way to improve your own sewing 
than by observing how fine garments are 
made? And seeing fresh ideas sparks my 
own creativity, and I get inspired to design 
and construct my versions of the lovely 
frocks I see on the racks. 


Georgene Shelton, of New York and 
California, is a consulting designer for 
several commercial fashion lines. 


An old standby: the pencil and sketchpad. 
Get a couple of notebooks every year, and 
date all of your sketches. 


ward onot i 


THINGS | LEARNED UNDERCOVER 


Here are four recent snoop-shopping discoveries. Often, the best designs and details 


are simple and straightforward. 








2. THE DESIGN FOR A FAUX TUXEDO FRONT 


This modern-meets-classic tuxedo tank was 















1. TEA~DIPPING LACE ae ; : 
FOR A VINTAGE LOOK inspired by a Chloe design. | incorporated a 


| loved this teal flutter- stretch-lace panel into a black matte jersey 


sleeve silk chiffon blouse tank and added pearl buttons. 


by Nanette Lepore (above) 
so much that | bought 


it to study the details. | | : 
translated it into a cocoa \ | \ ws 


trims from my stash by 


| 
dress. | antiqued lace and | ws.’ 
¥. 
soaking them in tea. 


a i 
eer t 
| 

3. INDIAN TUNICS | F 

NEED HEAVY a ae 

EMBELLISHMENT 

AT THE NECK | 

This design is a 


conglomeration of 
various kurta-style 


tunics. Garment 
ie ile i 4. CREATING A KNIT NOTCHED COLLAR 


Burch, i 
Syne BU You should have seen me in the dressing room with 


ticular, t 
Be ree oars the knit peplum jackets that inspired this design. | 


wien eae Sie turned them inside-out, fingered the collars to figure 
appliques give it out the interfacing used to create a stable, yet soft 


dimensionality and effect, and reproduced the wide self-binding at the 


an edgy look. collar, front edge, and hem. 
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Knock Oft 


Your - 
Favorite 


Pants 


When the pants fit, make another pair! 
The original silver dupioni pants 
(AnnTaylorLoft.com) look so great that 
we made acarbon copy in pinstripes. 
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mode! photo: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup: Christy McCabe. using tarte cosmetics; stylist: Johanna Laracuente 


Styling credits: shirt and beltt—A/X, ArmaniExchange.com; shoes 


Process photos: Scott Phillips 


Alaae pal 


Paco (iil, Paco 


ie) 
it 





Learn how to reproduce your favorite 
cut and style—without picking up a seam ripper. 
BY MARY McCARTHY 


e all own them—a pair of pants that’s 

back on your body as soon as it comes 

out of the dryer or returns home from 

the dry cleaners. They seem to match 

every outfit. They fit like a dream. 

They re comfortable with a capital “C.’ 
Wouldnt it be great to “knock off” another pair just like 
them? The following process will show you how to do just 
that in five steps. And, you never need to rip apart the 
beloved originals to do so. 

The pants themselves become your guide as you trace 
each piece of them onto sturdy—but soft—pattern mate- 
rial. The resulting pattern can be used to make an identi- 
cal pair or with a new fabric for an entirely new look, as 
we ve shown here. 


Start simple 

The pattern-tracing method outlined here works for all 
types of pants: dressy, casual, or tailored; however, if you 
are new to the pattern-making game, I suggest that you 
start with simple, unlined, flat-front pants with a waist- 
band. As you become used to pinning and tracing the 














YOU WILL NEED 


pattern as described, you can progress to more compli- 
cated pants with lots of fun details, such as fancy pockets, 
yokes, pleats, belt loops, etc. 

And then you can stretch your creativity and know-how 
even further by switching up the details: add unusual 
pockets, make them cropped instead of full length, add 
decorative seams along the leg—you name it. 


Choose similar fabric 
Typically, it’s best to choose a fabric for your new pants 
that has the same weight and drape as your original pants. 
This ensures that the pants will fit and hang the same way. 
That said, you might want to make a winter-worthy wool 
version of your favorite linen summer pants. Choosing 
a heavier or lighter fabric isn't forbidden. It just requires 
some troubleshooting. For instance, with a thicker wool, 
you may need to add circumference in each leg to accom- 
modate the fabric. If you go this route, I suggest that you 
also add an inch to the side seams. In no time at all, youll 
have a closetful of great-fitting, long-wearing pants. 





Mary McCarthy (MaryMcCarthy.net) is a custom clothier. 
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The right tools make copying your pants easy and ensure the accuracy of your new pattern. 


PATTERN MATERIAL 

The pattern material should be 
easy to manipulate, resistant 
to tearing and stretching, and 
easy to write on. 


BEST BET: My favorite is Tru- 
Grid by Pelion (JoAnn.com), 
a nonfusible interfacing 
material with 1-inch gridlines 
on it. The lines take the 
guesswork out of grainline 
placement, and the 1-inch 
markings are a great help 


when verifying lengths and 
widths. Tru-Grid is 45 inches 
wide, so you'll need about 
1/ yards. 


nonfusible interfacing also 
works well when placed over 
a cardboard grid surface. 
Woven fabric such as muslin 


too flimsy. 


AVOID: Tissue because it can 
tear easily and other types of 
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OTHER OPTIONS: Lightweight 


is acceptable as long as it isn’t 


paper because they tend to AVOID: Disappearing ink 


be stiff. or standard pens and 
markers that can stain your 
MARKING TOOL original pants. 


Choose a tool that writes 
easily and leaves clear marks 
on your pattern pieces. 

BEST BET: | prefer charcoal 
and graphite pencils because 


OTHER ESSENTIALS 

e Seam gauge 

¢ French curve ruler 
(CThruRuler.com) 


they don’t tear patterns or ¢ Clear ruler or yardstick 
fade. Have apencil sharpener « Straight pins 

on hand to keep your pencil ¢ Tape measure 

point sharp. e Pants to copy 
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Step 1: 
Find grainlines 


To ensure that your knock-offs fall correctly 
on the body, you need to identify and 
follow the grainlines on every piece. 


lines on the original pants, flatten one leg 

right-side out, matching the side seam to 
the inseam. Pin the seams together up to the 
crotch curve. The fold created on the front and 
back of the leg is your grainline. Pin along the 
fold, as shown. Above the crotch curve, look 
closely at the fabric weave to find the grainline 
to the waist. 


1 Pin one leg together. To identify the grain- 


Step 2: Draw 
the pattern pieces 


The order in which you trace y our seamlines is 
important. Use dashes to represent seamlines 
so you won't confuse them with cutting lines. 


START WITH THE PANT BACK 


pinned to the Tru-Grid, rearrange the pants 

to trace off the waistline seam just below the 
waistband. Make sure that the grainline is aligned 
at all times. Fold the pants back, and mark the top 
of the center back seam. Then mark the waistline to 


1 Trace the waistline. With the grainline still 


the first dart. 





TIP: On lined pants, treat as one layer. 


Remove the pins that secure the side 

seam tothe inseam. Reposition the 
pants so they lay flat as you would wear 
them. On Tru-Grid, draw a straight line 4 
inches longer than the pants. Place the pant 
grainline along the drawn grainline. Pin the 


Dien the grainlines on Tru-Grid. 





pants to the Tru-Grid along the grainline, up 
to the crotch. 


TIP: On most pants (unless the hem is 
shaped for heels), the hem edge should lie 
perpendicular tothe lengthwise grain. 


draw the dart stitchline from waist to tip. 

Measure the dart width with your seam 
gauge. Double that amount, and use that 
measurement to draw the other stitchline. Pinch 
the dart closed on the Tru-Grid, and pin. Smooth 
the pants back over the pinched dart, trace the 
waistline to the second dart (if there is one), and 
repeat. Then trace the rest of the waistline seam. 


Disa each dart. Fold back the pants, and 


Dart width 








Measure 
dart width. > 


| 


Waistline: 








Pinch out 
the dart. 





Waistline 


"\ Trace other details. Working along 
=® the waistline, add notches for 
pockets or other details. Without 
shifting the pants, remove the grainline 
pins. Place your hand inside the pants 
and repin the bottom layer only along 
the grainline. 


F pocket 





| Reproduce the crotch curve. To 
trace the center back seam and 
ft crotch curve, rearrange the pants 
to expose that seam. (And always keep 
the grainline aligned.) Pin the crotch 
seam to the Tru-Grid: put the first pin 
3 or A4inches down from the waistline, 
and then trace it. Remove the pin, and 


Center , 


back seam 


a 


= 
“ 





Crotch curve 





then repin the next couple inches of 
the curve. Trace, and repeat this process 
to the inseam. You can also tuck the 
unpinned leg inside the leg with 

the pinned grainline to access the 
crotch curve. 


P: Draw an “X” where seams 
intersect. This provides a reference 
point to go back to if the garment 
accidentally shifts. 
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Render the side seams. Unpin the 
crotch from the Tru-Grid. As with the 
other steps, make sure that the pinned 
grainline hasn't shifted. Then roll the leg 
over tothe side seam. Flatten it with your 
fingertips, pinit down, and trace the seamline. 





Side seam 


' Copy the inseam. Unpin the side 

y seam from the Tru-Grid. Roll the 

y leg over tothe inseam. Pin it down, 
and trace. Unpin it, and draw in the 
pants hemline. 


Crotch curve 


TIP: To “cheat,” unstitch the inseam. To 
make copying the crotch curve and inseam 
easier, rip out the stitches at the inseam, 
and open up the pant; the pant will lie 
flatter on the Tru-Grid. After you've traced 
the areas, simply restitch the inseam on 
your sewing machine. 


To copy the front of the pants, unpin the pants, 
flip the leg over, and repeat the above steps. For 
side front pockets, mark where each end inter- 
sects the waistline and side seam. The pocket 
pieces will be drafted in Step 2 on p. 44. 


FIT MATTERS 


The fit of pants matters most 
from waist to mid-thigh. The 
original silver pants offer great 
fit from waist to thigh, and its 
minimal details make it a perfect 
candidate to copy! 





Original 


Knock-off 
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Step 3: Copy key details 


Smaller pieces can either be traced ason p. 43 and p. 44, or measured separately 


and drawn freehand on Tru-Grid. 


front of a curved waistband on the 

lengthwise grain. Pin it down, and draw 
the outer curve ofthe band, as shown. Un- 
pin it, and remove the pants. To draw the 
other long end, measure the band onthe 
pants with a seam gauge; then measure, 
and draw it on the pattern. Repeat for the 
back waistband, aligning the center back 
on the grainline. (Note: The right and 
left sideofthe front band will have the 
Same curve but may be different lengths 
to accommodate the closure.) 


1 Draft the waistband. Place the center 





Top of 
waistband 


Top of 
waistband 





TIP: lf the waistband is straight, there is no 
need to trace. Just measure its width and 
length, and then draft it with a ruler. 


Followtherules.Aseam 
gauge (left) holds your 
measurements as you move 
from pant to pattern. A 

clear ruler makes adding 

seam allowances eas y. 


THREADS 


flaps can be measured and drawn 

as rectangles and then curved at 
the corners. For the pocket bags, turn the 
pants inside-out to access its correct size 
and shape. 


2 Re-create the back pockets. Pocket 


TIP: Side pockets include a pocket facing, 
side inset, and a pocket bag (cut from 
lining fabric). 


Pocket flap 


\\ 


" Pocket bag 


includes a facing on the fly side and 

a guard onthe other side. The easiest 
way to draft these is to measure them and 
draw them freehand. 


Spc the fly front. The fly front 


chal 
| 





Fly guard 2 : * 





Step 4: Verify 
the results 


Next, check your work against 
the original pants. 


in intervals. Then compare the 

pants to your pattern draft. This 
is where Tru-Grid really comes in 
handy! If adjustments are needed, 
cross out the incorrect line, and 
redraw it using the 1-inch grid marks 
as your guide. 


1 Mark and measure the pants 














Step 5: Finish up 





Storage tip: 
Once you have verified all stitchlines, Store your new pattern ina 


prep the pattern for production. manila envelope or folder 


with anote on the front that 
tells you which of your favorite 


plastic ruler, add seam allowances 
around all of the pieces. Make them 
%,%,or 1 inch—your choice. 


1 Add seam allowances. Using a clear 


pants you have copied. 






Check the fit. To 
Scecec the fit, 

cut the pattern out 
in an inexpensive muslin 
fabric, and baste the 
seams together. No need 
to sew all the details at 
this point unless you want 
to double-check their 
positions, too, 


allowance. 


the name of each pattern piece in 

big, clear letters. Add notes, such as 
how many pieces to cut. If desired, also 
jot down the seam-allowance width as 
a reminder. 


Diver the pattern pieces. Write 


Front | 
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From sloper to skirt pattern—now you can make 


the skirt of 


your dreams 


BY KATHLEEN CHEETHAM 


MISSED THE SERIES? 


If you missed the draping articles 
but have a straight-skirt pattern 
that fits, you can use it with the 
steps in this article. Or, you can 
order back issues 130, 131, and 132 
from customer service (p. 7) for the 


complete series. 


THREADS 


asic master patterns without seam allowances 
(sometimes called “slopers” or “blocks”) enable you to 
design the custom wardrobe youve always wanted with a 
perfect fit. Over the last three issues, I walked you through 


the steps to drape a set of personal slopers—a bodice, 





sleeve, and skirt. Now you can create yourown custom-fit 
patterns and designs instead of spending time fitting the commercial 
patterns you buy. 

In this article, I show how to use a skirt sloper to make three differ- 
ent waistbands, add pockets, and create a kick pleat in a straight skirt. 
I also show how to turn the sloper into a flared-skirt pattern. 

A skirt sloper is a good first project for learning how to do uncom- 
plicated and straightforward pattern manipulations. By the end 
of this article, youll know enough of the fundamentals to develop 
almost any skirt design. You'll love how easy it is to make a skirt that 
fits beautifully and is fun to create, too. Go out and reap compliments 


on a custom-designed, custom-fit, and custom-made skirt! 


continued >>> 
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ymed with your custom-made 
sloper, you can design your own 
patterns for a perf ect fit every time. 
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STYLE A GREAT SKIRT 


Get a straight skirt that fits! 
When working with a sloper, the first steps are 
always the same: 
1.To prepare your pattern, trace your sloper and all 
of its marks onto new pattern paper. Leave enough 
room around the edges to add seam allowances and 
any extra shaping you may build into your design. 
2. Add a l-inch seam allowance to the side and 
center-back (CB) seams. 
3. Add a %-inch seam allowance along the 
waist edge. 
4. Make a 112- to 2-inch hem allowance. 
5. Place notches at: 
a Side seams at hip level. 
a Side seams and center-back seamline at the 
finished hemline. 
= CB seam 7 to 8 inches from the waist for your 
zipper length. 


Make a faced waist 
To make a skirt without a waistband, create a facing 
pattern for the waistline. 
Work your pattern 

1. Trace the top 3 inches from the front and back 
pattern pieces. Transfer the grainlines. 

2. Cut out the pattern, tape darts closed, and 
smooth the curved edges. 
Construction zone 
When constructing the skirt, interface the facing, 
and sew it right sides together along the waistline 
seam. Then understitch the seam allowances. 


Draft a waistband 


Lay your measuring tape along its edge 1. Mark the CF, side seam, and CB on 

at the sloper waistline, and measure the band. 

from center front (CF) to the side seam, 2. Add 1 to 1% inch at each end for your 
excluding the dart width. Repeat for button and buttonhole. 

the back, measuring from CB to the 3. Add a %-inch seam allowance to all 
side seam. four sides. 

Work your pattern Construction zone 

Draw a waistband rectangle twice as Interface the waistband with a fusible 


high as you want the finished bandtobe _ that is an appropriate weight for your 


Make your pattern, and then top it off with a faced waist, 








and twice the length that you measured fabric. Apply the waistband to your skirt 
along the front and back waistlines. using your favorite method. 
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classic waistband, or relaxed elastic waist 














Create a full elastic waist 

If you like the ease and comfort of an elastic 
waist, follow these steps before you add seam 
and hem allowances. The amount to add at 
the top of your skirt depends on the width of 
your elastic. 

Work your pattern 

1. From the waistline edge, extend the CF 
and CB lines on your pattern by the height 
allowance your elastic requires. 

2. With a ruler, plot your measurement 
up from waistline edge on your sloper in a 
matching parallel line or curve. 

A pull-on skirt needs a waist circumference 
that’s full enough to slide over your hips. Com- 
pare your hip circumference with the total 
waistline edge, as the darts are ignored on this 
waistline version. Draw a straight line from 
either the hip or the hem to this new point. 

3. Add seam and hem allowances. 
Construction zone 
Use your preferred method to sew the elastic to 
the skirt, or insert it into the casing. Then pro- 
ceed with traditional skirt-construction steps. 


Add *-inch seam allowance. Add*s-inch seam allowance. 


+ - te 


“‘a2UDMO)/0 LUDA YDUI-t ote © 


‘@2UDMO|/D Was Y>IUI-t Ppp 





Cut out the facing pattern. 


2 
er Close darts. , 
a as 





Extend for an elastic waist. 









READ YOUR ELASTIC 


If you are using a sew-through 









“sport” elastic, allow for 2.25 times 
the width of the elastic at the top 
of your skirt. For example, with 








a 1-inch-wide sport elastic, allow 










a 2%-inch head-room allowance. 
If you are using a traditional type 






of elastic that’s inserted into a 






casing, allow 3.25 times the width 





of the elastic. 
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GIVE IT SOME KICK 


Fashion a kick pleat 


Take your skirt up a notch with a back pleat, 





A kick pleat makes your straight skirt easy to Ss Styl e-line seams 
walk in. After the pattern work, you can decide 
whether you want to press it open for a slit or fold ; | | 
it to the side for a pleat. 
Work your pattern 

1. Draw an 8-inch line up from the hemline par- | Back 
allel to and 2 inches outside the CB seam. 

2. Draw a line that connects the CB seam to the a aaa 
new line, as shown. BIDMETRT {| -4- 17 Sea 

3.Add seam allowances. 6 
Construction zone Draw line o ea 
Interface the added kick-pleat section. When ‘94 venta €} 
you sew the CB seam, pivot at the corners with back seam. = 
your needle down. At the top, angle-clip to > 
the seamline. Press the CB seam open to the ~ 
first angle. | 

2 inches 

Construct pockets pattern pieces—a skirt front, pocket v = 
Drawyour pockets right on your skirt facing and pocket bag. . aie 
sloper so that they ll always match up 5. Add seam allowances and names to me, Bag 
and fit perfectly. each piece. Facing 
Work your pattern Construction zone 

1. Draw an angled pocket line, When constructing the pockets and Vcut2 4 Cut 2 4 
as illustrated. skirt front, first sew, and then press the was , ints 

2. Use a French curve to shape the darts. Next, with right sides together, 
lower edge. sew the pocket facing to the skirt along 

3. Add notches at the top, center, and the angled pocket opening. Press, and Cr i a 
bottom edges of the pocket andthe side _ then understitch the seam allowances Ne 
seam for matching up the pieces later. to the facing. 

Place three layers of pattern paper Sew the pocket bag to the pocket lin- 
under the skirt sloper. Secure them with _ ing. Then position the pocket unit, and 
weights. Use an awl to punch allthe key __ baste it just inside the seam allowance Front 4 
points of each pattern piece through all along the waistline edge and the side 
layers. Also copy a grainline inside the seam. Assemble your skirt as usual. PING 
pocket space. You will finish with three Fabric 

2 inches rs on fold. 
CF | . we CF [NG 
; 5s | 


S9DUI 9 








/fy, inches 
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by adding pockets, or by building in some flare 


Fabricate flare 

One very popular style you can make 
from your skirt sloper is the flared skirt. It 
is fitted through the upper hip but has an 
enlarged sweeping hemline. I use a “slash 
and pivot” technique to transfer part or 
all of the fullness from the waist darts to 
the hem. I also add more to the side seam 
at the hem edge for more volume. 


Work your pattern 

Begin by preparing a pattern with your 
skirt sloper, as described at the top of 
p. 48. You may want to adjust the skirt 
length. If your sloper has only one dart 
on the front or back, divide the single 
dart (along the foldline) into two equal 
parts, and position them evenly across 
the traced waistline. 

1. Drop a straight perpendicular line 
from each dart point to the hem on the 
front and back. Cut along these lines 
from the hem to—but not through—the 
dart point. 


© CB 
Back 
] 
| 
a : | 
Cc Bit hem Add % measure- 
to dart point ment to side 


and allow the 


pattern to open. to hip. 
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hem, and connect 


2.'Ihen cut along one leg on each dart 
to—but not through—the point, leav- 
ing a little hinge of paper to swing on 
between the first and second cuts. 

3. One by one, close the darts, and 
watch the hem swing open as you go. You 
can close the dart completely or leave 
a little dart to sew if you feel the hem is 
opening too much. For this style, you 
want each hem opening to be at least 
1% inches wide. Note how the upper 
hip retains the same smooth fit, but the 
hipline opens to offer more wear and 
style ease. Secure each opening by taping 
pattern paper behind the pattern pieces. 
Be sure to leave some paper extending 
past the side seam. 

4. Measure the spread of the hem open- 
ing closest to the side seam. Divide that 
measurement by two, and add that to the 
side seam at the hem edge. Draw a line 
from the hem edge to approximately the 
hipline. ‘The important thing is to have it 
finish smoothly into the side seam. Blend 


Close darts. 


_ te 


CB 


Back 


4 


— 
i —— 


Measure 
opening. 





the hemline and the waistline edge with 
smooth curving lines, as shown. 

5. Balance the side seam. Place the skirt 
front on top of the skirt back with the 
center lines perpendicular to each and 
the hiplines meeting at the side seam. 

6. Measure the difference between the 
two pieces at the side hem, and divide it 
by two. Take half from one, and add it to 
the other so that each pattern piece has 
equal “swing” at the side seam. 

Your flared skirt is ready now for 
other design details. If you would like a 
pocket, follow the steps outlined on p. 
50. Then add seam and hem allowances 
and notches. A good hem allowance for a 
flared skirt is % inch. 

The flared skirt can have any of the 
waistlines [ve shown you. It can also be 
cut with CF and CB on the straight of 
grain or on the bias. 

Kathleen Cheetham owns Petite Plus 
Patterns (PetitePlusPatterns.com). 


CB 
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Paper Garments 
Guide Your Sewing 


Create exactly the 
wardrobe you want 
before you cut 

into any beautiful 
piece of fabric 


BY LOUISE CUTTING 





ip 
Wearing the 
same color from head 
to toe—including your 
shoes and handbag—makes 
you standout at any occasion. 
Just add a brilliantly 
colored jacket. 





Ay LAS WAS | hy fe ad a 5 aa d 4 


uilding a wardrobe takes an investment of time, 
money, and effort, especially when you sew many of 
the pieces yourself. !'ve found a way to stop being 
haphazard about my sewing and take some of the 





guesswork out of what's going on in my wardrobe. Working 
with paper versions of garments streamlines the process and 
will help you avoid making more of those clothes that tend to 
cluster toward the back of your closet waiting for a blue moon. 

Choose a new pattern (or use an old favorite), and then en- 
large and copy the schematic drawings from the pattern guide 
sheet. Next, select colored paper to simulate fabric. Then print 
the enlarged drawings on the colored paper, cut them out, and 
explore all the possible combinations. 

You can have fun and save time and frustration by planning 
your new wardrobe (or adding to your existing one) on paper 
first. This is my version of “paper dolls.’ 

Follow my methods of using garment sketches to plan your 
sewing, and you can create the exact wardrobe you want and 
need before you ever cut into yards of beautiful fabric. 


Get a good copy 

The first page of a pattern guide sheet shows outline draw- 
ings of the garments contained in the pattern. Photocopy the 
drawings, enlarging them as needed until they're in propor- 
tion to each other. You may have to make a couple of test 
copies before you get the proportion right. 

Then, enlarge all of the drawings by 300 to 400 percent to 
make them a handy size to use. It is much easier to imagine 
your sewing projects in this simplified form first. 

If the paper used for guide sheets makes grainy copies, I 
often use a copier for proportion corrections and then trace 
a crisp, clear outline drawing that reproduces well. Once I'm 
satisfied with the image and size, I copy master sketches of 
each garment onto 842x11-inch white paper. 


continued >>> 
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Master sketches set the pace 


Prepare a coliection of master sketches of 
your new and favorite patterns. 


































Enlarge the guide 
sheet drawings so 
that you havea 
good-sized sketch to 
work with. But for 
the master sketches 
that you'll use to 
copy on your paper 
“fabric,” trace a crisp 
clear version. 





When you find 
a print you love, booking department of my 


Plan color strategy 

Start your styling by picking a color palette. Keep 
the type of wardrobe you want to create, e.g., work 
wear, casual dress, weekend attire, formal wear, or 
travel clothes, in mind. Basic colors and styles can 
work in several categories to extend your wardrobe 
according to occasion or season. Mix and match 
your favorite styles from your pattern collection 

to design your perfect look. Start with existing gar- 
ments, or start from scratch and create an entirely 
new wardrobe. 


Use paper for fabric 

To explore your palette, colored paper makes visualiz- 
ing your wardrobe easy. The scrapbooking department 
of craft stores is a great place to get beautiful papers in 
a variety of colors, textures, and prints. There are aisles 
of papers with subtle shade variations that allow you to 
get the exact colors you want. Buy several sheets in each 
of your colors. You can trim the paper to fit your printer 
or copier if necessary. 

If a scrapbooking store isn't available to you, there 
are other ways to simulate your fabric in paper. Make a 
color photocopy of the fabric; scan the fabric into your 
computer, or take digital photographs. 

Next, copy your master sketches onto the colored 
paper. Then cut out your paper dolls, and start to plan 
your wardrobe. 

Keep adding to your paper-doll collection. Reuse 
them when planning new sewing projects. Working 
with these mini garments helps you see your wardrobe 
at a glance to make more informed decisions about 
what to add or subtract. 

I design patterns for a living, but when I'm planning 
my personal wardrobe, I turn to my paper dolls first. 


Make yourself a doll 
If you plan to use the colored-paper 


es 
t ij p dolls often, laminate them on 


both sides for durability. I buy 
clear laminate from the scrap- 


use its color palette to local craft store and from office- 
inspire and guide supply stores. Be sure to laminate 
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your wardrobe. the paper before you cut out the 


mini garments. 

Tack your paper-doll replicas to a 
design board, and keep them handy for 
future wardrobe planning and building. 
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you want. 


Take a digital photo o fyour fabric, and print 
it right from your computer. A computer ver- 
sion allows you to scale the size of the print. 
This will help you visualize patterns more ac- 
curately. While the camera is out, photograph 
your favorite existing garments, too. This is an 
easy way to include them in your lineup. 
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Put the pieces together 


Copy the master sketch directly 
onto colored paper, or cut it out 
of white paper and look through 
the window. 





When setting your color 
palette, don’t avoid choos- 
ing dark-colored papers 
for fear they won't copy 
properly. Even black paper 
photocopies well. After 
printing, to see the style 
lines, just tilt the paper un- 
tilthe light hits the ink just 
right; then trace the lines 
witha white chalk pencil. 
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To visualize texture, 
print a copy of your 
master sketch on white 
paper, and cut out the 
garment shape with an 
X-Acto knife. Lay the pa- 
per with the void shape 
over your fabric, and look 
through the window. Use 
the window method to 
imagine surface embel- 
lishments or color block- 
ing. You can also use it 
to look for inspiration for 
art-to-wear projects. 






















/ ? = ted | * 
_—— | -. 
rt, ry 4 
Le SF j 
i ff 
) Peet We F ' 
hs ~- ‘ ~ 
f — * ' ' 
= “d rd m 
‘| i nll — f > 
) | 5's Ln il 
f a “t — i =| 
a ry _ nw 
J >) _ a E 
f 
ie 
i 
oe 
: pat (ep GD Pee 
ee i i) a 
-_ Of SS aa Sh 


yi 
= = ee 


4 
t 


= 
es ee 


i 


_ 42. _ 


a 


es i 
Paty CF ee Aas i 2-5 pS — 
ey Maat) y be 
= = 










Guilty pleasures— 
spending an after- 
noon planning your 
wardrobe seems like 
a good investment 
of time and energy. 
You don't have to 
admit you're playing 
with paper dolls, but 
thatis a fun way to 
look at it. 








Do the paper-doll shuffle 

Spread outyour paper garments, sort them into 
your color groupings, and start to combine clothes 
that work together. Or instead, play on monochro- 
matic styling, and see how far you can go with one 
color in a variety of versions and textures. Make it a 
puzzle to see how many outfits you can put together 
from the fewest garments. Remove less useful pieces 
whenever possible. 


Dress for the occasion 

Knowing your lifestyle is fundamental to making 
the right wardrobe-building choices. Your ward- 
robe is likely to include casual, business, and 
special occasion clothing. One way to fill in the 
pieces is to stay with your favorite styles but to 
change the fabric to match the occasion. 

Clothes for special occasions and eveningwear are 
often challenging. Most of us don't have appropri- 
ate clothing for every important event; however, I 
have several fail-safe recommendations for garment 
styles and colors you can build on. 

Sew simple, comfortable styles that cross over 
seasons. I feel far more comfortable in daytime 
sportswear patterns sewn in evening fabrics than in 
more contrived, wear-once creations. 

The following garments provide an example of a 
useful and attractive evening grouping: 


Start with black, 4-ply silk crepe straight-leg pants. 


Youll wear them more than you can imagine. 

Next, add a white or ivory silk jacquard tunic with 
small, understated evening buttons down the front 
and two larger ones on the cuffs. Wear this blouse 
open at the neck with a bold necklace. 

Make a jacket that matches your pants out of 
black 4-ply silk, a stunning black tone-on-tone 
bouclé with shots of glint, or a beautiful 
evening tapestry. 

You can wear the tunic or a jacket with the 
silk pants but not together as an outfit. You 
could also wear a silk camisole or a sleeve- 
less shell under the jacket, or wear the 
closed jacket alone. 

Finish the look with black, closed-toe 
shoes or sandals, black hose, and a small 
black evening bag. 


Louise Cutting is an artist, pattern designer, 


and Threads contributing editor. See more at 
CuttingLineDesigns.com. 
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Go to your design board 


Now you can march your 
wardrobe right across your 
design board to mix, match, 
and plan. 
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silhouettes, fabrics, and colors for 


is all about choosing the best 
your figure. 


Looking fashionable at any age 
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Get Great Style 





t Any Age 


Age is nothing but a number when 
it comes to looking fabulous 
BY LINDA LEE 


ot every woman over fifty has lost her 

“girlish” figure, but most women, at any 

age, are not totally pleased with what they 

see in the mirror. With age comes change; 

body shape, weight, hair, and even skin 

tone and coloring all “evolve’’ This is inevi- 
table (whether we accept it or not). But the question 
many women struggle with is: “How do I dress this new 
woman staring back at me?” 

Nine years into my fifties has given me some per- 
spective on what I can appropriately wear now as 
opposed to what I wore when I was in my forties and 
younger. And it can be challenging. I have followed the 
fashion pendulum for years; however, it is frustrating 
since most of the clothes on the racks are designed 
for ayounger clientele. Nevertheless, there are cues 
to be taken from the stores, the fashion magazines, 
and even TV that can help you develop a stylish look, 
regardless of your age. 


In this article, I've put together some key concepts 
for doing so based on what has worked for me over 
the years. With these guidelines, youll be on your way 
to getting a look that’s fashionable, age-appropriate, 
and, best of all, beautifully suited for the new, more 
mature, you. 


Discover the right silhouette 
The architecture of clothing is everything. To find the 
right silhouette, shape, and line for your body type, you 
need to try on all types of garments; keep what works, 
and resist what doesn't, even if it’s cute or on sale. Here 
are some general rules to follow regarding silhouette: 
Short vs. long jackets. The winds of change often dic- 
tate the length of jackets that are “in” or “out”; however, 
most women look best in a short or moderately short 
jacket, or a jacket that sits right below the waist or at 
high-hip length. Below-the-hip jackets are difficult to 
wear unless they re made in a flowing fabric—possibly 


Like most sewers, | want the 
clothes | make to fit perfectly 
and last a long time. | buy 
clothing when I’m not as 
concerned with fit, and | 
know that I’ll only wear it a 
season or two. | typically buy 


jeans, silk T-shirts, and most 
of my casual summer wear. 
| also splurge on shoes and 
costume jewelry. 

The rest, | make. Bought or 
made, an all-purpose, basic 
black jacket is a must. | have 
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several times in basic 
colors and allowing myself 
to pull out the stops on 
fabric selections every 
once in a while. The fabric 
alone can make a pattern 
look different. 


one pants pattern that | 
make over and over in every 
conceivable fabric—from 
casual linen to exquisite silk. 
| also like to experiment 
with a few jacket and shirt 
patterns, making them 
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GREAT STYLE 


RETHINK THE RUNWAY 


It’s possible to find wearable fashions 
among designer offerings; just apply 
the rules. 


The perfect 
jacket. The 
bracelet-length 
sleeve lets you 
don alittlearm 
candy, while 
the stand-up 
collar draws 
attention to 
your face. 


A breezy coat and 
skirt. This long, 
flowing trench 
and matching 
skirt has the 
right amount 
of ease tolet 
you show 
alittle leg 
and cover 
up flaws 
beautifully. 


ra 
{ 
1 aul 
gaiph 4 


Accentuate the 
neckline. The 

oversized collar 
and shot of color 
underneath is bold 
and beautiful. This 
below-the-hip 
jacket will look long 
and lean, especially 
when worn open. 
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even semi-sheer—to reveal evidence of 
body shape underneath. 

Diagonal lines trick the eye. Assym- 
metrical lines trick the eye into reading 
body shape differently. If you wear a 
shirt, top, or jacket cut straight across 
the bottom at your fullest part, you 
divide your shape into blocks. Diagonal 
lines that crisscross your figure tell 
the eye to move up and down rather 
than straight across and thus signals a 
longer-looking silhouette (see p. 62). 

Layer like a lady. Layering clothing 
has become a dominant trend in the 
youth culture, and although most of 
us are not going to layer body-hugging 
T-shirts, camisoles, or tank tops, it is 
a wonderful concept. Not only does it 
create opportunities for mixing inter- 
esting textures and patterns, it also lets 
you introduce color in an unexpected 
way. [recommend that you perfect a 
tank top or T-shirt pattern that just 
skims the body but is not too tight. 
Make your tanks in various lengths 
and wear them under jackets or other 
tops. Add lace trims, soft ruffles, or 
contrasting bands at the bottom to cre- 
ate elements of surprise and interest. 

Keep the sleeve style fresh. Many tried- 
and-true patterns have one common 
feature that dates them: the dropped 
shoulder. While still a legitimate fashion 


statement with some designers, a set-in 
sleeve is a more flattering look on most 
women. If you have a favorite shirt pat- 
tern with a dropped shoulder, consider 
altering it. You can redraft a shoulder 
area, or simply copy the upper portion 
of another garment you like onto an 
old pattern. You'll feel like you have a 
completely new pattern without having 
to start from scratch. 

Go for necklines with height. Because 
they frame the face and hair, necklines 
are an important garment feature. The 
traditional crewneck isn't particularly 
flattering on anyone. Instead, look for in- 
teresting collars that resolve a number of 
issues. Versatile collars that can be worn 
lying down or standing up can change 
your look in an instant, and a taller collar 
such as a classic collar with a stand is a 
good look for most. An interesting collar 
detail is also helpful if you don't have the 
right necklace. 

Try a bracelet-length sleeve. The right 
sleeve length is important, too. Wearing 
a long sleeve, especially when it’s wide, 
drags you down. For this, follow the lead 
of Eileen Fisher, a fashion designer who 
designs for our age group. Her sleeve 
lengths are shorter than full-length and 
longer than three-quarters; let’s call it 
“bracelet length” If you don't have a 
bracelet-length sleeve, simply roll your 


long sleeves up a couple of times. Youll 
be amazed by how light and jaunty this 
looks. It also gives you an opportunity to 
wear a great bracelet or watch. 


Invest in good, comfortable fabrics 
Once you ve narrowed down the silhou- 
ettes that work best for you, buy the 
best fabrics for your garments. I have 
learned the hard way to “buy little, but 
buy well.’ I buy 2- and 3-yard pieces of 
any fabric I want that IknowI will use. 
My clothes look good and last a long 
time because of it. 

Comfort and ease are also huge fac- 
tors for me; however, I have noticed 
that many women do not wear enough 
ease in their clothes. With the right 
amount, you can be comfortable and 
look thinner at the same time. And, if 
the fabric drapes beautifully, you will 
look svelte. 


Know your best colors 

The right colors can illuminate and 
freshen a look. In case you haven't been 
paying attention or have lost sight of 
which colors work best for you, think 
about what you were wearing the last 
time someone complimented you 

on how rested you looked or asked if 
you ve changed your makeup or your 
hairstyle. You can bet it’s all about 
the color. 

Another way to find your colors is to 
look at your fabric stash. Stand in front of 
a mirror, and drape the fabric over your 
shoulders to see what brightens your 
face. Give away what doesn't work. 

Then, incorporate your colors into 
your style. For me, when I wear too 
much color all over, I feel like I stand 
out in a crowd. I don't mind being 
noticed, but I like a more modest 
introduction of color. You can never 
go wrong with an assortment of dark 
bottoms (black, brown, navy, and 
gray) to pair with tops in your favorite 
colors and light neutrals like white and 
off-white. Mix it up once in a while by 
pairing a black top with white pants. 
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GREAT STYLE 


FROM MY CLOSET TO YOURS 


Here are some garments from my own collection that exemplify my 
guidelines for creating stylish yet age-appropriate outfits: 










Got bulk? Go diagonal. 

Strategic placement of stripes on 
the bias,such as on the hem 
and cuffs of this shirt at left, 
» \_ slims wider areas. 



















(Pattern: Sewing Workshop 
Hibiscus shirt and 
Hudson pants) 


Let your long coats flow. 
Short jackets are the most 
flattering, but along coat 
in a lightweight, floaty 
fabric, as shown at right, 
keeps the look airy and 
shows off your figure. 


(Pattern: Sewing ~~ 

Workshop Ikina 

jacket (lengthened), 
Teagarden Tee,and 
kinenbi pants) 


— 
— 
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Go bold on the bottom. Patterned 
fabrics tend to look best as casual 
bottoms such as these pants at 
left because they draw the eye 
down the body and create the 
illusion of length. 


(Pattern: modified Sewing 
ma Workshop Elle jacket and 
oy ‘kina pants) 
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It's amazing how different yet 
elegant this looks. 


Everything else 

in moderation 

Using patterned fabrics can be 
tricky. An allover bold print can 
be overpowering. As I get older, 
I find that I reserve most of my 
bold prints for bottoms in fun, 
casual styles, or as the main 
accent piece paired with solid 
colors and textures. Keeping 
prints on the bottom, draws 
the eye down your figure and 
keeps you from having too 
much going on around 
your face. 

In addition to wearing 
too many patterns, jewelry falls 
into the same category. One 
piece of great jewelry is plenty. 
Even eyeglasses must be counted 
as an accessory, so don't put too 
many pieces all around your 
face. If you wear glasses and 
want to wear a bold necklace, 
minimize your earrings. Fabu- 
lous earrings alone can provide 
plenty of pizzazz. 

As I mentioned previously, 
these are the rules that have 
allowed me to maintain a 
fashionable and sophisticated 
look. I encourage you to take 
a fresh look at your body, your 
closet, and what youre wear- 
ing and sewing and adapt what 
you see to your personal style. 
Take stock of what really works 
for your figure, and you'll find 
that it’s entirely possible to be 
fashionably fabulous regardless 
of your age. 


Linda Lee is the owner of the Sew- 
ing Worksho p Pattern Collection 
(SewingWorkshop.com). 
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BY SHARON K. BLAIR 


Set a perfect sleeve 





Behind every smooth sleeve cap is the proper ease, pad, and head 


always admire a handsomely set-in sleeve 

that meets the shoulder in a pucker-free, 

smoothly sculpted, curved seam. A well-made 
sleeve cap is beautiful. Perfect sleeve caps 
boost the appearance of the wearer by making 
the shoulders proportional to the rest of the 
body. They create symmetry by squaring up 
uneven shoulder slopes and heights, and they 
slenderize the silhouette by hiding roundness at 
the top of the arm. 

I went in search of the path to a perfect sleeve 

cap and looked inside top-of-the-line jackets to 
unravel the mystery. Some of my methods may 
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seem unorthodox, but don't judge the steps until 
you ve tried them—you ll love the results. 

In this article, I show you how to get the right 
ease, add a sleeve head, make a shoulder pad from 
scratch, and sew it in by machine. But first, let's 
discuss the anatomy of a sleeve cap. 


Sharon Blair teaches sewing at the Art Institute of 

Portland, Portland Community College, and her own 
studio in Portland, Oregon. She also produces her own 
lines of ready-to-wear and patterns (BlairWearnet ). 





Photos: Sloan Howard; illustrations. Amy Russo 


— ANATOMY OF A SLEEVE CAP 








For starters, let’s get our terminology straight. 
A sleeve cap is the space between the bicep and 
the curved edge at the topof the sleeve (shown 
at right in yellow). The seamline contained 
within that edge is the sleeve-cap seam. 

Ease (as a noun) is the difference between 
the sleeve-cap-seam length and the armhole 
circumference. The difference can be as little 
as % inch for a small blouse or as large as 
1% inches for large coats. Ease (as a verb) is the 
act of gathering the longer length to fit the 
shorter length. Ease lifts the sleeve cap away 
from the shoulder point and the arm for a proper 


fit, but it can also be the source of puckers. 


Notches 


<< —__________-- Inderarm seam 





——— Shoulder point ] 
<a (usually meets with | 


fe shoulder seam) | 







Ease between 
a notches 


Sleeve-cap | 
an seam 


ny ee 


Symmetrical Sg : 

sleeve: The under- | 

arm seam runs | 

into the jacket | | 

side seam. Ls ——— 
— Sew flat. 


Prepare the sleeve 


Before you can build understructure (pads and heads) into the sleeve, you have to sew the sleeve into the armhole, 
using the appropriate method for the sleeve style you’re using. 


Sew asymmetrical sleeve seams 
1 together and continue assembling 
your sleeve in a round or cylindri- 
cal shape. Work with symmetrical 
sleeves flat without sewing them 
into a tube first. 


To make easy work of sewing 
pie sleeve into the armhole, it’s 
important to make the two edges 
the same length. Gently gather 
the sleeve-cap seam between the 
front and back notches until it’s the 
same length as the armhole length. 
| used one of my favorite factory 
methods (see “P.S. Ease it right, two 
ways” on p.70). 


Hold the iron away from the fabric | 


to steam the sleeve-cap seam. 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


Then use heat-resistant glass-head pins to 
3 attach the eased sleeve cap to a ham or rolled 
towel.With a steam iron and a damp press cloth, 
steam the cap-seam allowance, and shape it with 
your hands. Don’t remove the sleeve until it is 
cool and dry. 


AS the sleeve-cap seam into the armhole, 
matching the notches. Next, with the sleeve 





Asymmetrical 

| | sleeve: The under- 
arm does not run 
into the side seam, | 
soit must be sewn 


as a tube first. 


_ 
Sew round. 


toward the feed dogs on the machine, 
sew it to the armhole. The feed dogs 
help to further ease in the sleeve. 
Sew symmetrical sleeves from one 
edge of the sleeve-cap seam to the 
other. Start sewing asymmetrical 
sleeves at one notch, and sew around 
the sleeve cap to overlap the first 
stitches with the last stitches. 


To reinforce the areas between the 
ot under the arm, stitch on the 
sewing line a second time. Trim the seam 
allowance under the arm to %inch, and 
press it toward the sleeve. 


‘ee if you're working flat, sew the 
jacket side seams from the hem to 
the sleeve cuff. 
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MASTER CLASS continued 


Add shoulder shape 


After you’ve sewn the sleeve, you'll want a shoulder pad 
and a sleeve head to support the right shape. 


BUY OR MAKE A SHOULDER PAD 

With today’s fashion trends, shoulder pads % inch thick or 
thinner work best.You can buy them, but try making your 
own because they'll fit your shoulders better and give you 
exactly the shape you want. Here’s how: 


1 Pin the jacket’s front and back pattern pieces together at 
the shoulder. 


) Copy the armhole along the cutting line from front notch 
to back notch. 


Draw another curve. Start 1 inch from the neck stitching 
line at the shoulder seam. Blend the line to the front and 
back notches. 


From this pattern, cut graduated layers of polyester 

fleece or cotton felt. Make as many layers as you need to 
give the desired firmness, height, and shape. Most jackets 
require three layers. Use more if you have sloped shoulders 
or need to balance your shoulders’ height. Preserve the same 
curve at the armhole edge for all layers. 


e Cut a layer of hair canvas or another firm interfacing to 
the full size of the shoulder-pad pattern to provide firm 
support across the top. 


6 Stack all of the layers with the armhole edges even with 
the largest layer uppermost and hair canvas on top. 


, Bow the layers. Put the hair canvas to the feed dogs. 
Beginning at the top center, sew a few stitches, and then 
jump about 1 inch in a zigzag pattern. Repeat stitching the 
entire pad in this manner so that it holds a bowed shape. 


FASHION A SLEEVE HEAD 

A sleeve head is a buffer between the seam allowance and 
the sleeve. It supports the sleeve and obscures the seam al- 
lowance. Cut a sleeve-head rectangle out of polyester fleece 
or cotton felt, as shown at lower right. Make it the length of 
the shoulder pad’s armhole edge and 1% inches wide. 
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Trace a shoulder pad 
pattern, and cut 2 hair- 
canvas pieces and as 
many fleece layers as you 


need to lift the shoulder 
as high as you want it. i. 5) 
Hair canvas 


To make large machine-sewn zigzags, 
take several stitches; then lift the foot, 


move the pad, and stitch again. Repeat. 


Sleeve head 








Make a pattern. 


Pin the shoulder 

seams together, and 
draw the shape of your 
shoulder pad right on 
your pattern. 





Fleece 





Next to your 

sewing machine, this 

might be your most 
useful sewing tool! | 





Order your catalog today 
to on your first order— 
there's no obligation, so calltoday! | 


www.VeriluxStore.com 





1-800-454-4408 __ 
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Keep your Threads back issues 
looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 

| slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in 
gold, each case holds more than a year’s 
worth of Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, 


$49.95 for 6). 
Add $1.50 per case for P&H. Outside the U.S., add $3.50 each 
(U.S. funds only). CT residents add 6% sales tax. 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286 or send your 
_ order and payment to: Taunton Direct, Inc., 
_ P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 
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Fabulous Fit® 


Dress Forms & Sewing Machines 


OnLine Super Sale! 


Best Savings...ANYWHERE! 


SOOE-EPE-ZTZ 
vv96-f£S8-008-T 


“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


$15.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 


Jacquard Crepe 36" 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" 

Silk Georgette Chiffon 44"/45" 
China Silk 45" 

Silk Noil 35"/36" 
Spun 35'/36" 
Taffeta 

Silk Satin 45" 
Palace Brocade 
100% Linen 32'/36" 
Silk Peau de Soie .. 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 


$15.95 yd. 


.30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. 


SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE 


SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


Crepe de Chine 45" 

Crepe de Chine Prints 45" 
Satin Stripes 45" 

Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" 
Charmeuse 19}4mm 45" 
Jacquard Charmeuse 45" 
Silk/Rayon Velvet 45° 

Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular 
100% Wool Crepe 58" 
100% Wool Gabardine 58" 


Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) .. . 


Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45" 


(323) 651-2323 
VISITORS WELCOME 
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WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 
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MASTER CLASS continued 


Sewthose pads | sperms 
and heads Le fas/ 


«<-_——--. Sleeve head 






This is where my method of machine-stitching 
a shoulder pad intoa sleeve cap diverges from 
traditional methods. 





Sandwich the sleeve-cap seam between the shoulder 
1 pad and the sleeve head. Center the shoulder pad over 
the shoulder seam on the body side. Align its full edge 
with the armhole edges. 


Fold one long edge of the sleeve head up % inch. 
2 Center it over the shoulder point on the sleeve side of 
the seam allowance. Place the fold next to the stitchline 
fold-side out. Pinitin place. 





With the shoulder pad on the bottom, the sleeve-cap seam allowance inthe middle, 
and the sleeve head folded and aligned with the seam, sew through all of the layers. 


3 Try on the jacket to check the shoulder-pad position. 


Place the garment in the sewing machine with the 
4 sleeve head on top.Lengthen the stitch to 3 to 5mm 
(8 spi), and sew from notch to notch, through allofthe 
layers % inch away from the sleeve-head fold. 








leeve-cap 
Stitchline seam allowance 


v 


5 Turn the shoulder right-side out, and smooth the 
garment over the shoulder pad. Pin. 


6 Repeat on the other shoulder. Make sure that your 
shoulders match. 


Sleeve 


7 Attach the peaks of the shoulder pads to each 
1 head 


shoulder-seam allowance with a short zigzag stitch. 
Loosen the tension to allow the stitch to move as the 


wearer moves. 


Fit is in fashion for fall 2007. 
Get ready with the 
right jacket patterns to 


show off your pe rfect 
shoulders. 


¢ Burda 8186 ¢ Vogue 8299 | . = —_— 
+ McCalls 5242 - Vogue 8333 The shoulder pad and the sleeve head are perfectly stitched, and you can proceed 
¢ Simplicity 4081 ¢ Vogue 84 00 to line your jacket. 
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Computer fun.. 


Garment Designer 
- for pattern design 
. oasy to use 
+ click/drag sagan lines 
» men/women/children 


Stitch Painter 
- for gridded crafts 













; “Windows *Macintosh starting at $85.00 | 
The New Fabric Store 


‘Month Club! | 
in North Texas / 


Cochenille Design Studio 
P.O. Box 234276 - I 
Encinitas, CA 92023-4276 

(858) 259-1698 www.cochenille.com 
READER SERVICE NO. 58 READER SERVICE NO. 119 
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72 colors of Bemberg Lining 


Independent Pattern Co's. 


Books & Cards - Buckles, Buttons & Clasps - Boning, Busks & Hoop Steel 
Coutil, Cording & Reeds - Eyelets, Grommets & Other Findings - Kits 
Millinery Supplies- Historic Costume Patterns - Preservation Supplies 


Replica Jewelry & Gifts - Sewing Notions - Tools - Upholstery Supplies 






401 President Bush Hwy. Suite 122 
Rich ardson, LX 75080 


ww w.fabrique eiblele- Meals 











Wholesale and Retail 
EMAIL: MOG esanas: com PHONE: 1-732-390-0506 FAX: 732-390-1694 


(866) 219-2735 
(972) 234-4800 
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roidery Only Meshing , 
with Features Like: —--~ 
Design Transfer with USB Flash Dive or ATA Card | 


“2 100 Designs end Tn Sot F 
Upper and Bobbi 












ED 
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Purchase the Elna 8300 by 12/31/07 and receive 
an Elna Embroidery Design CD as a Free Gift! 
Offer Good While Supplies Last 







To find a dealer near you, call 1-800-848-ELNA or visit our web site at' www.elnausa.com .. [ratrenterem 
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MASTER CLASS continued 





_PS. Ease it right, two ways 


Easing is the process of fitting a longer seam length into a shorter seam length—usually by some form of gentle gathering. 
The preferred method varies according to the character of the fabric you’re using. Experiment on scraps before you choose. 


HOLD AND CRIMP LIGHT TO 
MEDIUM-WEIGHT FABRICS 
Stitch within the seam allowance slightly 
outside the seamline. To encourage the fabric 
to gather slightly, place a finger behind the 
presser foot, and apply pressure toward the 
presser foot as you sew. The fabric will “pile 
up” against your finger but makes a gently 
eased sleeve-cap edge. Use a regular stitch 
length and light pressure on lightweight fab- 
rics. Heavier fabrics need a longer stitch and 
more pressure. If the fabric is heavy, you may 
have to crimp-stitch two rows. 

Try the sleeve in the armhole. If you need 








less ease, snap a thread. if you need more 





— SSS 


To ease, use your finger behind the presser foot to apply pressure so the fabric 
bunches up behind the foot as you sew. 





ease, pull the bobbin thread, or stitch another 
row of crimping. 


OR TRY BIAS STRIPS TO 
EASE HEAVY FABRICS 
Cut a 1-inch-wide strip of bias fabric as 
long as the distance between the sleeve-cap 
notches. Place the strip against the wrong 
side of the sleeve cap, aligning the raw edges. 
Stretch the bias strip without stretching 

the sleeve as you sew around the sleeve-cap 
seamline from the shoulder point to one 
notch. Then repeat this stitching to the 
Opposite notch. 

| For added sleeve-cap support, leave the 

_ strip in place when you sew the sleeve in 

_ thearmhole. 


Bi | - 


Or stitch over the bias strip from the shoulder point to the notch, pulling the strip as 
you sew to gently ease the cap seam. 
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27th STREET FABRICS 109 West 38th Street, NY, NY 10018 
U a ess Eugene, Oregon 
2 (541) 345-7221 -- Sees 


www.27streetfabrics.com 


e & 
Stitch u a Skirt JOSEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 
Portland, Oregon 


(503) 224-4202 





BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS www.josephinesdrygoods.com 
Tucson, Arizona 
(520) 795-1533 THE FABRIC PLACE 
www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.com Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

(412) 341-8868 
F & S FABRICS fax (412) 341-8650 
Los Angeles, California 
(310) 475-1637 THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
www.FANDSFABRICS.COM Hurst (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 

(817) 514-6061 1-800-719-7133 





JANE’S FABRIQUE www.sewitup.com 


LaJolla (San Diego area), California 









(858) 459-5828 FASHION AFFAIR = 
www.janesfabrique.com Salt Lake City, Utah = 3 
(801) 486-7600 Th. f 
STONEMOUNTAIN and fashionaffair@ msn.com ay! \y wh 
DAUGHTER FABRICS = yy | 
Berkeley (San Francisco area), California DELECTABLE MOUNTAIN CLOTH ov @ | 
(866) 4SEW-FUN grou? Brattleboro, Vermont os vie OC. eo 
www.stonemountainfabric.com A 802-257-4456 =“ & : Ne 
F | t= ‘ a / ‘ 
— 6fll . www.delectablemountain.com = Ss designer Jas bcon fa brie 4 
Williamston (Lansing area), Michigan wen © ca THREADNEEDLE FABRICS = <i reteeenceeans seeurer nna 
(517) 655-4573 Essex Junction (Burlington area), Vermont ~ = visit us at 
www. fabricgallery.net 802-876-2000 So 
www.threadneedlefabrics.com ae emmaonesock.com 
GINNY’S FINE FABRICS S SSRI MER OT 
and SUPPORT GROUP CURRAN DESIGNER FABRICS = . 
Rochester, Minnesota McLean (Washington D.C. area), Virginia | Please shop responsibly. 
(507) 285-9134 (703) 556-9292 Our selection is habit-forming! 
www.ginnysfinefabrics.com www.currandesignersfabrics.com 
TREADLE YARD GOODS gro? LES FABRIQUES 
St. Paul, Minnesota wen © Charlottesville, Virginia —_ 
(651) 698-9690 877-255-4899 FROM START | “rr | 
email: Ifabriques @ aol.com SEW TRUE 
Kengas City Ma. NANCY’S SEWING BASKET eile 
Kansas City, Missouri } 
(816) 531-4818 Seattle, Washington  —_ esse. EVERYTHING YOU NEED 


www.kaplansfinefabrics.com (800) 443-2964 TO DO THE JOB! 
www.nancyssewingbasket.com : : 
SEW IT SEAMS GH E 
St. Louis, Missourisen 
314-822-1213 
www.sewitseamsllc.com 


In Canada: 


ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Edmonton, Alberta 
(780) 436-7533 Complete Color Selection of GUtermann Thread 


www.esteesfabrics.com 





WAECHTER’S SILK SHOP 
Asheville, North Carolina 

(828) 252-2131 
www.waechters.com 





¢x2? GALA FABRICS 





MULBERRY SILKS slew © Vancouver and Victoria 
and FINE FABRICS British Columbia 
Carrboro, North Carolina 250-389-1312 
(Chapel Hill area), (919) 942-7455 gro? www.galafabrics.com 
www.mulberrysilks.net an © 
OAKVILLE SEWING CENTRE 
BANASCH’S FABRICS Oakville (Toronto area) Ontario 
Cincinnati, Ohio (905) 844-2782 
(513) 731-5757 www.oakvillesewing.com 4 






THE CLOTH MERCHANTS 
Tulsa, Oklahoma e y 
(918) 760-7965 or (918) 269-4342 

theclothmerchants @ swbell.net 7 





CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
1800S EW TRUE (739-8783) 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE 


LINDA’S SEWING CENTER ) SO 


Corvallis, Oregon ] 4 t 


(541) 757-1317 
lindassewing @ qwest.net 


Ff F ie a 
TASHALOM. TROL 









merchandising association www. sewirie. com 
APP rovea stores PROFESSIONAL QUALITY SEWING SUPPLIES 
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BAMBOO, 


The latest in 
sreen innovation 


amboo—a twenty-first- 

century addition to the 

world of fabrics—is 
also hailed as one of the 
most influential fibers. It 
has the properties of the 
four major natural fibers—silk, 
cotton, wool, and linen—and 
shares all of their best charac- 
teristics—their drape, feel, tex- 
ture, and ability to hold warmth 
or keep cool. 

A woody grass native to almost 
every continent, bamboo is among the 
fastest-growing plants on earth. Its exten- 
sive root system allows it to naturally regener- 
ate—about four to six shoots per year. 

With more than 1,000 documented uses, 
bamboo has been a staple of Asian societies 
for several millenia. In the 1990s, a non- 
toxic process was developed to convert 
the bamboo plant into fiber using an 
organic solvent. The resulting fabrics are 
versatile and can feel like the softest cash- 
mere or buttery-soft silks. Bamboo can be 
fashioned into sturdy denims, terry cloth, 
and soft knits (see swatches at upper right). 

You might think that woody bamboo would 
be hard to puncture and shred, but it isn’t. The 
fabric is smooth, strong, durable, and long lasting. It 
also has antibacterial and antimicrobial properties 
(see “Bonuses of Bamboo’ at right). 


using tarte COSmetics 
er at select Macy 4 


ine Aigner, at scle 


Kenneth Cole Reaction, Kenneth Loeteaction.cor 


abe , 


More and more designers and manufacturers have 
introduced bamboo-fiber home collections and apparel. 
This year, Target stores (Target.com) offer bamboo bedding 
and bath towels. And Angela Keslar (AngelaKeslar.com) of 
Project Runway fame plans hit the New York catwalks this 
fall with a totally green line. Guess which fabric she's putting 
front and center? That's right—bamboo. 


ty Met 


Eties 


“= Lost in the luxury 
of bamboo. 
This gray bamboo 
jersey knit is easy 
| to sew—and wear. 
__ It’s silky smooth, yet 
sturdy, plus it washes 
beautifully and lets 
the body breathe. 
(Simplicity 3678. 
Jersey knit from 
Rockywoods.com.) 





h: hair and makeuo- Chris 


Stylist. Johanna Laracuente Styling credils: .noet— 








— — 


jack Deuts 


For this article, Nancy Gray of MysticBamboo.com shared her 
knowledge—and swatches—of bamboo. 


to 


Pho 


Pal “hel 
necklace 
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These colorful bamboo swatches display its ability 
to mimic other fibers such as wool, silk, linen, and 
rayon. it can be woven or knit into any type of fabric 
from denim to slinky jersey. 





Linen-look bamboo Bamboo canvas 


BONUSES OF BAMBOO 


e Rapid growth and endless supply. Bamboo can be grown 


practically anywhere. Unlike conventional cotton, bamboo grows 
prolifically without fertilizers, pesticides, or defoliants. One 
variety—Moso—can reach a mature height of 75 feet in 


just 45 to 6o days. 


e Environmentally friendly. Bamboo is 100-percent biodegradable 
and created through a nontoxic process. It also constantly 


replenishes the environment by absorbing up to 60 percent more 
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Bamboo—the chameleon fabric 





Bamboo jersey — 
| Bamboo terry cloth 
Ay the 
re 

4 a to A ” 

ti > a 
re ne 
~ a cn 

Ms 








Bamboo shirting 









Wool-like bamboo 





What makes 
bamboo yarn 
so smooth? 
The bamboo plant 
is beat into a pulp, 
rr formed into soft 
fibers (middle 
photo) and spun 
_ into soft yet 
_ durable yarn. 


carbon dioxide and releasing at least 35 percent more oxygen 


than an equivalent stand oftrees. 


e Antibacterial and antimicrobial. Just as bamboo cutting boards 
inhibit bacteria growth, so does bamboo fabric, and that makes it 
a top choice for towels and bedding. In 2003, the China Industrial 
Testing Center tested 100-percent bamboo fabric and found it 
had a 99.8-percent bacterial kill rate. Medical applications include 


bandages and diabetic and compression hose. 
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BY PAT MORIARITY 





Istanbul vest 


Make a clever bias-cut topper 
out of a rectangular shawl 

























n arecent Mediterranean vacation, I purchased two 

beautiful cashmere shawls at the Grand Bazaar in 

Istanbul. Myinner sewer bought them for the qual- 
ity of the soft, creamy fabric, the colors, and the intricate 
designs, yet I found that I seldom wore them. Why? Shawls 
can be tricky to wear; they slip and slide constantly. Do you 
tie them? Throw the ends over your shoulders and end up 
with all that fabric around your neck? For me, the answer 
was easy: I turned them into vests. 

In the following pages, I'll show you how to fashion two 
vest styles: a bias-cut rendition and a shrug version that 
covers more arm area. Both come together in two to three 
hours; they require no pattern and little actual sewing. As 
") Onesize you ll see, I take full advantage of the shawls already fin- 
fits most. ished and fringed edges, and cutting and folding the fabric 
This bias-cut is the key to the shape. So take my lead, dig that shawl out 


P teh —_ of your closet, and get vest-creative! 
good for jeans . - a : 
or dressier outfits, Pat Moriarity designs and sews in Plymouth, Wisconsin. 








= 





' and easy to fold, it’s 
perfect for traveling. 
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stylist: Jessica Saal, Styling credits: tank—The Limited, available at The Limited Sores; jeans—French Connection 


Model photos: Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup: Christy McCabe, using tarte cosmetics 


FrenchConnection.com; boots—Rodebjer, for store info 212-563-0763; necklace—Lucky brand, LuckyBrandJeans.com; bracelet—Monet, available at Lord & Taylor; cuff—W. Culpepper, WendyCulpepper.com 


Process photos: Scott Phillips, illustrations: Katharina Riehle 
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1 Slice your shawl 


The bias cut of this vest requires a solid-colored shawl or one with an all-over 
pattern rather than a centered medallion. Shawls can vary in length and width. 
The rust-colored vest at left was cut from a shawl with the dimensions below. 
You can also use smaller shawls to create cropped, closer-fitting silhouettes. 


Cut your shawl into the three 
sections indicated to create two 
front panels and a back panel. 


TIP: The front panels don’t nec- 
essarily need to meet at center 
front. For a looser fit, just cut the 
front panels wider. For the larg- 
est plus sizes, the panels may 
need to be cut from two shawls. 


~ Fringe 





Before you start folding the pieces origami style, sew a rolled hem on the 
raw, cut edge of each front piece. The steps shown are for the right front 
piece. When you fold the left front, the fringes should be on the left. 


i 
i 





P —_Lwrong side | 





@ FOLD TO THE LEFT 


ALONG THE BIAS 


Lay the right front piece on 
your work surface with the 
right side up and the fringe 
pointing to the right. Fold to 
the left along the bias foldline, 


as shown. 








@ FOLD TO THE RIGHT 


This foldline should fall 
approximately halfway 
between the first fold and 
the edge of the rectangle. 


TIP: There are many ways to fold the front pieces. Experiment 


with small, 6xg-inch rectangles to create your own unique look. 





au}|PIO4 





= = oe 


@ FOLD AGAIN 
TO THE LEFT 


Make sure that this 
next folded edge is 
evenly aligned with 
the first foldline. 





p—_—19 inches ——__y»_——— 5374 inches —_4, —__19 inches —-—4 


( A Zz2inche : _a 








~ Shou! ider 


line 


@® BASTE THE FOLDS 
IN PLACE 


Once you are satisfied with the 
placement of the folds, pin the 
folds in place, and baste along 
what will be the shoulder seam 
to secure. The shoulder seam 
should be 4 inches wide. 


Lap over,and 
attach to back. 


Center front 


continued >>> 
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QUICK TO MAKE continued 


PTNe DAaCK 


The back piece is cut on the bias to create the necessary drape and 
movement. The back hem of the vest shown is a point. You can cut it 
Straight across or curve it, if desired. 


€) TRIM INTO A | @ FINISH THE 
27-INCH SQUARE | RAW EDGES 


Sew the armhole/ 
sides with a rolled 
hem. Then, from your 
New vest fabric scraps, cut a 
shape narrow (about 2 inches 
wide) facing for the 
back neck. Interface it 
appropriately, and 
<— Attach sewiton.| actually 
to front. sewed it to the outside 
for interest. 


Cut the back piece into a 27-inch 
Square. Foid it on a diagonal, point 
to point. 







@ TRACE OFF THE 
BACK SHAPE 


Use the back pattern piece of your 
favorite vest as a general guide. 
Lay the center back on the bias 
fold. Shorten the shoulder seam 

to 4 inches, if necessary. Trace the 
shape as shown. 

NOTE: Because of the bias drape, 
the exact curve of the armhole 
isn't critical. 


4 Put it all toge ther : 


Sewing the rest of the vest is fast and easy. | use a flat-fell seam 
at the shoulder for a clean finish inside and out. 


Center back 





“. Original 
pattern piece 


= —— 


TIP: Don't press the 
folds of the vest 
immediately. And when 
you do press them, do 
so only lightly. Wearing 
the garment a bit helps 
the folds naturally fall 
where they want to. 








@YSEW THE SHOULDERS @ CROSS AND TACK (@ ADD A FRONT CLOSURE 

| Attach the front pieces to AT THE SIDES If desired, add a decorative 
the back with flat-fell seams, Try the vest on. Based on how it closure, such as this antique 
catching the back facing into fits you, cross the back piece over — bronze hook. Button-and-loop 
the seam, as shown. the front where a traditional side | and frog closures also work well. 


seam would be sewn. Hand-tack 
the overlap at three points ina 
triangle shape. Sew decorative 
buttons over the tack points. 
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} : 
¢ Custom fitted to your sewing 
machine 
e Take it to class, retreats, on 
vacation 


"The truly portable sewing table" 


e Easily converts to a light table 
* Very affordable 

¢ Correct height 

e Extremely sturdy 

e Very lightweight 

e Folds flat 


EXPO ©2008 


eavelad be: 


WASHINGTON 


Visit us at 


WWw.seweziusa.com 
1.760.377.5378 





READER SERVICE NO. 37 


Keep your Threads back issues looking brand new. 


WWW.Se' we xX “p 0. co gl 


| 


+ {) 4 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! 
Bound in dark green and embossed in gold, 
each case holds more than a year’s worth of 
Threads. Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 
for 6). Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% 


Presented by 
WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 


PIERCE COUNTY EXTENSION 


sales tax, Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 


— “a 


To place an order using your credit card, Extension programs al idem ployment are available to all without 


call 1-800-888-8286. Outside the 
US. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


discrimination. Evidence of non-compliance may be reported 
through your local Extension Office 
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www.threadsmagazine.com OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2007 77 


QUICK TO MAKE continued 


ad 
This shrug vest shows off a shawl with a center medallion pattern to its best 


advantage. The medallion becomes the focal point on the back of the vest. 


}-—$———_ — 72 inches ——_______ 






Lay the shawl flat, 

with the right side 
facing up.Foldthe 
fringed edges toward 
the center, as shown, 
to create overlap at the 
center front. 


1 Fold the shawl. 


-—— 72 inches ——— 


-—_—___. 34 inches ___, 


Overlap the 


fringed edges 
at center ron. 


ine ines 
19 inches 19 wwe 


Measure 14 inches from the fold 6 inches’ 
on each side, and mark. Measure 4 inches | 

and mark 4 inches down from the top 

along the fold. Draw a line between the 

two marks. This is the shoulder seam. 

Apply fusible stay tape over the lines to 

strengthen the shoulder area. Sew. Trim 

away the fabric triangle, leaving enough 

seam allowance for a flat-fell seam. Create 

the flat-fell seam, and press. Turn. 


) Mark and sew the shoulder seams. 14 inches 14 inches 
—— ——_— 


|4 inches 





Shoulder 






woe 







al 


On the fabric fold, below P- b 
rife” Oa 
the shoulder seam, mark an 
8-inch-long line. Reinforce the line 
with stay tape. Carefully cut a slit 


through the stay tape; this becomes || : 


| al 
| the armhole. Use the triangle scraps | a 
from step 2 to create a binding for . 
_ the armhole, and attach. 
| 





3 Cut and bind the armhole. 


8-inch armhole slit 


! 


Opt for more coverage. 


The soft, flowing style of this shrug vest has the 
advantage of being reversible. It can also be wrapped 


and belted fora more figure-hugging look. | 
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Celebrate 


your creativity 
this holiday season! 












95: Create 
in an Hour 


Shi ; 
Your Friends will Love 


uick and Pretty 
| Pincushions 


KUpina 
balay abric Box 


t 
Give the Very Bes 
Evening Bags 









FREE 
SHIPPING" 
when ordered by 
9/12/07 


ma 





aco 


Wow friends and family with stylish presents custom- 
made by you! Proudly give: a fabulous hand-knit scarf, 
a comfy mini-quilt, a fashionable poncho, or any of 
the dozens of other great gift ideas included. 


Here’s everything you need: 
- shopping lists - project timelines 
-easyinstructions + design options 


You provide the creativity! 


Only $6.99, order yours today! 


Call toll free: 800-888-8286 
mention offer M380028 
Or go to: ThreadsMagazine.com/QuickGifts 


This special issue is not part of any regular magazine subscription; 
mails 9/24/07. *Free standard shipping only. Payable in U.S. funds. 


The Taunton Press 


Inspiration for hands-on fiving® 


© 2007 The Taunton Press 


www.threadsmagazine.com 





OTTOBRE 
Mommy made these! 


Great kids fashion magazine 


with 40 trendy and fun-to-sew patterns 
SIZES 0-15 years / 62-170 cm 


Also available! 
A beautiful, fresh and inspiring 


OTTOBRE woman 


two issues in the year 2007 


: | De my eprrmgnes | 
www.ottobrecdesiiancont 
PATTERNS INSTRUCTIONS STYLE FASHION QUALITY FROM FINLAND 
On our website you can browse through all issues and start your own SUBSCRIPTION! 
~ READER SERVICE NO. 22 . 






esign’| 

























Pattern No. 2007076 
Wholesale & Retail 
See details and 
over 80 other 
patterns online 





WeJotferjathuge\vanetyfolythreadsfandiotherpreaty tem s[ati 
wholesalc}prices}tonevery one q@utawide)sclectiontincludes; 
‘andimuchimore!! 


READER SERVICE NO. 13 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2007 79 


Scrappy jacket 
Priscilla Kibbee, Wolcott, New York 


Hancock’s of Paducah (hancocks-paducah.com) 
sends Priscilla fabric samples monthly, and over 
time, she has collected hundreds of swatches. 
What to do with all those swatches? Priscilla found 
the perfect solution. She put them to good use in 
this colorful jacket created from her own pattern. 
Priscilla randomly arranged the swatches, stitched 
over the fabric, and finished the jacket off with 
antique pearl beads. The neckband on the jacket 
is made of two shades of velveteen, and the inside 
lining is a bright-blue cotton. Although the inside 
reads “please send more samples” Priscilla still has 
enough swatches left for four more jackets. 





S-curve ensemble 
Gerri Calpin, Aurora, Colorado 


Gerri always selects a palette of fabric to tell a story in her gar- 
ments. Here, purple and green silk and rayon fabrics inspired 
the ensemble. Gerri created this garment to demonstrate the 
soft, S-curved piecing technique she teaches in her classes. She 
used the Park Bench Woodstock pattern (no. 20) to create the 
jacket but worked hard to make it exclusively her own. The belt, 
skirt, and shell are all her original designs. 
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onset 


WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN SEWING? 


Louis Vuitton-inspired semiformal 
Carol Goad, Springfield, Tennessee 


When her daughter needed a dress for a college 
semiformal, Carol looked to a magazine clipping of 

a Louis Vuitton dress and McCall’s pattern 4712 as 
inspiration for this elegant number. Carol altered the 
pattern to create a short pleated hem instead of the 
original long, fantailed version. in the process, she 
discovered that the best way to hold pleats with a 
pleater board is to secure them with surgical tape, 
press, and then to let the fabric cool before you release 
them. Silk shantung, chiffon, beaded and sequined 
lace, and two layers of tulle came together in this dress 
to make Carol’s daughter the belle of the ball. 


www.threadsmagazine.com 





Faux fur vest 
Susan Strosahl, 
Flagstaff, Arizona 


Susan says she feels like a 
Russian princess every time 
she sports her reversible floor- 
length, faux fur vest. Susan 
set out to create her vest in 
the image of a renaissance 
cape. Combining fashion and 
purpose with Vogue pattern 
2690, her winters will never 
be cold again. Susan added 
pockets and made the vest out 
of acrylic fur with a faux suede 
lining. To reduce bulk in the 
seams, she used a man’s razor 
to shave the allowances. 


SEND US YOUR PHOTOS | 


Send us photos and a brief description 
of your recent creations, and we may 
publish them. We accept film but prefer 
digital images via email or on. CD 

Whenever possible, photograph your 
well-pressed garment on a dressform 
against a neutral background. Avoid In- 
ciuding people in your pictures. Use even 
adequate lighting. Take full-length and 
detail shots, and use a high-resolution 
setting and large image size for digital 
photos. For more detailed information, 
visit www, threadsmagazine.com 


Send photos or CDs to 


reader : Oe) nreagas Maazel 
a = F ty %, Lf 
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MARKETPLACE 


i | 


thebluegardenia.com 


Textiles You Feel 
Good About! 


Certified Organic 
Cotton Fabrics and Notions 
www.pmorganics.com 





www.marymccarthy.net 
or call: 321-635-8640 





Irish Waxed Linen Thread 
Supplies for Beading, 
Basket Weaving & Embellishing 


Royalwood Ltd. 
517-Th Wocdville Rd. 
Mansfield, OH 44907 


catalog $2.00 
800-526-1630 
Royalwood|td.com 











PE fea presents 


Sew... Santa Fe 


Sewing retreats and workshops /ed by 
instructor/Designer/Author 
Fred Bloebaum in a stunning private 
home in beautiful Sante Fe, New Mexico 

« November 4-8, 2007 

* November 11-15, 2007 

© April 20-24, 2008 

" May 18-22, 2008 | 
For more information please contact 

La Fred at 510-893-6811, 

jfred@lafred.com or visit our website 
at www.lafred.com 
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See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 


FABRIC CENTER 


THE SILK SOURCE 


SILK FABRICS 
(BY MAIL) 


Silk Doupioni, China Silk, Silk Shantung, Silk Gauze, 
Silk Taffeta, Silk Organza, Silk Crepe 4ply, Duchess Satin, 
Silk Charmeuse, Heavy Shantung Plain, Heavy Shantung Rib, 
Silk Crepe-de-chine, Doupioni Silk Metallic, Silk Linen, 
Silk Chiffon, Raw Silk Noil, Silk Organza Metallic Plain/Crinkle 
& Fat Quarter Bundles! 











SUPER SILK 
P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
Flushing, NY 11352 Cail toll free for free brochure 


(718) 886-2606 1-800-432-7455 


www.supersilk.com 


DARR, Inc. 
Sewing Notions that Work 


Made in USA 


Visit our Website or 







DARR E-Z Winder 

Wind any thread or yarn ef 
onto spools using your ene 
sewing machine bobbin winder. 
N E Ww uy Patent 7134390 
DARR Piping Magic 










£9 







DARR, Inc. 
(251) 661-Si9} - Fax (251) 665-0072 
http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
info@darrsewnotions.com 






50 Hazelton Lane 
RR#1, Box#1 
eifie ewin g & Desi en North Bay, Ontario 
Canada PIB 8G2 
705.494.8529 
| www.finesewing.com 


a) 
ee 


Owned by Kathryn Brenne 





“DB 









Natural Dyes and Natural Fibers 
Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hemp yarn, thread, fiber, and 
fabric, Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more 


www. aurorasilk com - Portland, Oregon (503) 2786-4149 















. handbag handles — 800.290.2739 j “zipper pulls | 


distinctivebuttons.com 


Viveliicla 








| ABELSplust- 


_ low minimums + in- -house design studio 
| www.wovenlabelspius. com 












Fine Fashion Fabrics 


518 W. ARAPAHO RD #113, RICHARDSON, TX 75080 
(DALLAS TX R 
1 1 
1 


972-234-511 
1-800-687-6917 





Timmel Fabrics in Canada 
Fabrics and patterns for garment sewing 
Mail order to Canada, USA, Europe 
www.timmelfabrics.com 
1-877-825-9048 






Over 60, 000 craft bs sewing ee ere 
at EVERTOAY low poem 


CREATE 
| (FOR LESS 


belts, bags and more 
for the martial arts, 
anime & cosplay. 


Budo Bear 
(412) 741-7286 


@! 
Fabrics for the artist in you 
www.materialgirlquilt.com 








Let's talk... 


qleas.com 


surprising new e-zine about color, fashion, pattems, 
trends, buttons...all the stuff you love that makes you 








want to sew more. Only $3.50, $17.50 annual. 






Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


* * * * * * PRESENTS * * * * * * 
’s Smart Online Fabric Source 







MY TWI dressforms & 

pantsforms 

Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 








Custom-Made or Make-Your-Own 
Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 


www.mytwindressforms.com * 1-866- 4MYTWIN 






www.fabfabricsonline.com 
* Couturier Wool and Cashmere * Boiled Wool 
* Novelty Jacquards «Linens and Blends 
¢ Cotton/Lycra Twills » Designer Denims 


* Waterproof/Windproof Outerwear « Anti-Pill Fleece 
Wickable/Anti-microbial Sports Knits * Power Stretch® 
* Cool Max® + Kaffe Fassett + Amy Butler 
« Huge Selection of Quilting Cottons 








eadPRO ” 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887 -2322 









WOOL!..WOOL!..WOOL! 


= Ma Great Colors & Textures 










From... Wool coating, gabardine 
Ke », boiled wool, crepe, boucie, sateen 
and ea 
-..Luxury fabrics that 

cEniied & co-ordinate 
with Fall Fashion Wool! 
selections - you will find 

Y it here! Plus much more... 











Personal Swatching 
Service $3.00 


ites Since 1918 


Nobigser display ef fabrics in Amarin. 


rr 
= oe 
a - 
= 
= 
= 


ZIPPERS 


We are America’s #1 source for zippers you & 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to & 
your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy © 
on-line ordering process—simple to use! : 
Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 


ZIPPERWSOURCE 


5 PRA RA RA RA ARA AN £ MARA PRAE RS 





Werle wa WER a Oa wefds | 






9701 SE McLoughtin 
| Milwaukie,OR 97222 
(503)786-1234 
millendstore.com 
















Verne ee 





1900 W. Kinzie St., Chicago, IL 60622 = 
Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243- 1600 = 
wee WWW.zIDpersource.com gaa 


www.threadsmagazine.com 


Art Glass Buttons 


Anamazing selection of hand crafted glass buttons. 
Our buttons will add something special to your designs. 


www .artglassbuttons.com 








Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 


566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 el 


anne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 


f PDT: A BRAC 
SALE UP TO 80” OFF 


SILK COTTON WOOL LINEN DENIM FLANNEL LINING 
BUTTONS APPLIGQUES RIBBONS ZIPPERS THREADS 





Savour travel in small 
groups or plan your own 
fiber journey 
www.tactiletravel.com (617) 648.8119 
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WwW. bamboolalteetere: com 





Finished Quilts - Excellent Christmas 
& Special Occasion Gifts 

in Twin, Full & Queen Sizes - 

fun, wonderful decoration Ori, ¢ 


just to have, cozy and warm | re va 
ee 







To Order & View Go To: 
www.wildersquilts.com 


Scissors and shears for over 145 years. 
Dovo, Gingher, Wasa, Wiss, Fiskars, and Mundial 
4207 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40207 
| (502) 897-9552 (pre ne: or ple 


Toll Free 1-888-267-9572 
Ftc Mention this ad 
bes 10 : or a speciai offer 


Web Site http: /Mwww.heimerdingercutlery.com/catalog 


bem ye LACE.con] 


Premium quality fabrics and stylish, 

|| well drafted patterns imported from Europe. 
|} Now you can make your children's wardrobe 
as unique as they are! 









| ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 
WWW.AOFDESIGN.COM 


1-877-978-9088 _ fashiondesign@sasktel.net 


Wearable Art Seminar at Sea 
May 24-31, 2008 


Cruise from Seattle to Alaska with 
S-% Group June Colburn, Rosemary Eichorn, 
@ Seminars Linda Teufel, Cathie Hoover, 
y and Barbara Randle. Personal 
instruction from each teacher! 





www.quiltcruises.com ¢ Toll-free: (866) 573-6351 





~ DEPT C033 


re ounraw at 







| meeeing 
Friendly Service” Since 1973 Suppl 
Now! Company 
72,0000 products 






assortable for the 
lowest price ever! 
Request your 
Free Catalog 
| 1-800-355-2137 
www. firemountaingems. com/ 







freecatalog 
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MARKETPLACE | 


The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 


Uses Your body measurements 
to convert Your 3D body form 
into 2D master patterns 


Your Personal Fit 
Reduces Your Frustration 
Saves Your time & money 
Customize Your wardrobe 
Easy to use for Your better Fit 
Your Personal Fit-ting Shells 
fit inside Your patterns like 
Your body fits into a garment 


Our 


ersonal 


www yourpersonalfil.com 


559-213-6630 Fax 559-291-9933 | 


AK FABRICS 
IMPORT & EXPORT 
WOOL, SILK, COTTON, VELVET. ETC, 
RETAIL AND WHOLESALE 


WWW.AKFABRICSNY.COM 


(212) 944-5693 257 WEST 39TH STREET 


NEW YORK, NY 10018 


www.tlightsoftancyboutique.com 


800-530-8745 









PRINTED & WOVEN fF2pric 


Custom Designed for All +s Your Needs 


SE OE oR 


Fast Manufacturing * Excellent Pons * Small ai Ort Large > Ordees 

CALL FOR OUR FREE 
BD 1-800-944-4696 itiocvcron pacx 
LGENERAL LABEL MFG. - www.generallabel.com | 


















Sid Fabris 


UNIQUE 
PATTERNS 
A. Wes TIMELESS STYLE 


Be 
vee aS. & 


mm ‘t For catalog information, 
email name/address to 
mail@folkwear.com 
or visit www.folkwear.com 


FO@LKWEAR 
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#242 — Rodeo 
Cowgirl Jacket 











See ad index on pages 88-89 for reader service numbers. 





~ SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 


We carry thousands of hard to find 
wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 





Check out our new full-service website: 
http://wardrobesupplies.com 


Delta Sewing Furniture 


Quality Value Style 


Your source for sewing cabinets with the looks of fine fuwiture 





Please visit www.deltasewing.com 


CLAIRE SHAEFFER’S 


COUTURE WORKSHOPS 


Unique couture 
workshops to expand 
your horizons, 
inspire you, 
and increase your skills, 


MasterClass Haute Couture 
Couture Tailoring 
Copying Ready to Wear 
Fashion Industry Techniques 


| Claire Shaeffer, PO Box 157, Palm Springs, CA 92263 





760-325-7906 Sewfari@earthlink.net 


Fine Fabric, Lace & Buttons 
Couture Designer Paradise 
Virginia Marti Designer Fabrics 

Lakewood, Ohio Tel. 216-228-9700 





Web >www.virginiamartifabrics.com< 


DESIGNER 
FABRICS 


Cadena 
ARMANI 
Valentino 
Ralph Lauren 
Donna KARAN 


Hugo Boss 

Ellen Tracy 
Ulrrasuede 
Heirloom Cottons 
aNd much more! 


REE PERSONAL SWATCH SERVICI 


Wiad (Silla mlpiiil@e delat ee)" 


7717 FRASKUIN FIRE « NASHVILLE DN @ PRE O19 





PY fe F346 


Sewing Classes on DVD 


hiplinemedia.com 






















lucysfabrics.com 


a fabric boutique 
Contemporary Knit Fabrics for fashion, activewear and lingerie 
rayon jersey 
matte jersey 
bottom-weight 







fashion trims 
purse-making supplies 





We Ship Worldwide 
from our new location in historic downtown Westminster, Texas 


CD tolt free: 866-544-LUCY / in Texas 972-924-8080 
Lucy's Fashion Fabrics & Trims 


www.lucysfabrics.com | 





5 www.g olitz zonline.com 


Rhine: Sand frum 
( h ' ffor Ne tif tf ‘/ Ii fi hy 





Nylon and Invisible Zippers 
#3, #4, #5 Regular, Lace & Scallop Lace 
Completed line of zippers 
Other trims available 





301 Allerton Avenue, S.S.F., CA 94080 
Tel: 650-871-8838 Fax: 650-871-8882 
www.jnzipper.com  info@ jnzipper.com 





Renaissance Dyeing Wool 
Corset Making Supplies 
Gold and Silver Real-Metal Threads 
Needlework and Costuming Books 
Scissors, Fancy Tools, Accessories 


Catalog $5.00 (refundable with $30 order) 
Mia 


L 
a 


Hedgehog See, 


PO. Box 45384 Westchester, CA 90045 
(310) 670-6040 © (888) 670-6040 


www.hede ehoghandworks.com 


Syl 


| Beacc mn 


Free 48 | page _soerrand 





www.beaconfabric.com 


Sewing, Quilting, Serger, 
Upholstery and 
Drapery Supplies 


8331 Epicenter Blvd. 


Lakeland, FL 33809 800-713-8157 







Ow PC abel Kit! 


Printed Custom Labels 
Catalog sent with samples and order founs. 
E-mail: postman@sterlingtape.com. 
www.sterlingnametape.com 


1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 


Ke ape fo. 
Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 


© 
a2 


Over 450 Colors of Threads 
WHOLESALE PRICES NO MINIMUM OTY |! 


| THREADS 
ZIPPERS 
EMBROIDERY 


NEEDLES 
SHEARS 
SEWING 


ELASTICS 
HANGERS 
SUPPLIES 


__ Ist Time Baryer $% Off Coupon Code: threads 11 


fel (2U5)7T49-4975 Fow: (71397 49-9447 Exul eabesftictsosa. com 





7ILLOWS 

FACTORY DIRECT 

AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
FREE CATALOG! 


Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 


| AOPI\. Outside Nj: 800-634-6647 x33 
Down £ sd Fecathes www.lodidownandfeather.com 
a FASHION 


bu rd MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 








WORLDOF 















Each pattern in five sizes. 

Send $18 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 

Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 











EUROPEAN CUT 


A book about drafting basic slopers the 


European way! 


For details and orders, please visit 


www vestisbooks.con and save 20% 





www.threadsmagazine.com 





DS) Sew fmazing 
For all your fashion sewing needs 
mail order available 
visit us at www.sew-amazing.com 
1-877-884-7321 
— 5137 W. 98th St., Bloomington, MN 55437 


10 ft WIDE Fabrics & 


For Washable Seamless Draperies, | 


Slipcovers, Tablecloths, & more! 
$2 Planing Kit with Lane | 


Grommets, aT The Sewinay Wor 
ie 





Knit Patterns for the Hard To Fit 


Sewing Classes 
EMMA SEABROOKE 


305-664-3319 
sewkeyse@bellsouth.net 


Sewphisticated Knit Fabrics 
Contact Emma for a 
Free Info Packet! 
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SHOP, Walt J Pa af ARN Ti 
Wwe. HABE RALAS FABRICS.CoOM 
pH: 248.541.0010 








WHY PAY MORE??? 
Visit our Bargain Loft at 
lorrainefabricsonline.com 
POLY/COTTON BROADCLOTH 
QUILTERS’S COTTONS 
MUSLIN * COTTON FLANNEL | 
BURLAP * DRAPERY LINING 
POLYESTER CHIFFON 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 





STARS 
IN 
HEAVEN®| 


Modern, casual style 


$19.95 

+ A000 sich 

FL. add 6 1/2 % 
View MC icheck 


( ‘UTTING > CORNERS 
1667 Barcelona Way 
Winter Park, FL 32789 
1-877-734-5818 + www.cuttinglinedesigns.com 


designs. 
















{See 





To Register: www.sewingmachinesplus.com/martins.php 


www. FfriendsFabricArt.com | 


Your On-Line Shop for Creative Inspiration 


- 
AS 


Art Fabric Starters, 
Stef Francis, Stewart Gill, 
Textile Art Books, & More! 


pattern collection 


Ondé 
Jacket 







www.manne-king.com 
Thousands of new items available online. 
Call or email for our new 96-page catalog! 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICES! 
Dress Forms from $94.95 
Coat Forms from $94.95 


Easy online ordering & as always 
friendly customer service! 


3855 Elm St « Denver, £0 80207 


1-800-779-1566 





EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street « dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site: www.earthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 










SO VINTAGE PATTERNS 
Where the selection is ereatest! 
From aprons to gowns! 


World Wide Shopping « Credit Cards Welcome 


WWW.SOVINTAGEPATTERNS.COM 










800-401-8151 


With Master Digitizer 
JOHN DEER of 


W Adorable Ideas | 
Nov.29 - Dec.1, 2007 San Marcos, CA 
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ClothingLabels4U.com | www.zipperstop.com 


CUSTOM AFFORDABLE PRICES! | YKK Zippers 


WOVEN | Soe ined deg “Zipping Up America Since 1941” 
GARMENT DURABLE! | 
LABELS Won't FADE © Every type of zipper imaginable!| 


1-800 469-1301 1.888. 947.7 7872 


Advanced Alterations Training 











«Alterations for Professionals | 


¢ Specialty Alterations: Bridal/Formalwear 
Linda Stewart, Instructor 
Class: Asheville, NC 
April 29 - May 3, 2008 
This popular class fills fast, register early. 
Book on CD Available Now! 
“Alterations for Professionals” 
The essential education program. 
Full color photos and 
easy to follow instructions. 
Phone: 276-669-3299 
LStewartCouture @bvunet.net 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.cc 


www.elegancefabrics.com th 0 A (| S 


WWitetaroa @7ay le mere S U B S , B 
SEWING PATTERNS CRIBER 


EPH pe ted LIST SERVICE 


| 








In Daytona Beach, FL 








Elégance Fabrics 






Heirloom fabrics, laces, notions and classes 
Sewing Machines Sales & Service 
386-767-3545 
www.sewinggarret.com 










gia ms ge Ldealel eane | 


SUES SPAREL ERS 


eooe 396 ae cove? a sia 


nat of Ready Made 
Iron-On Metal and 
Swarovski® Crystal Transfers 
e Crystal Zippers 
e Knit Sew-In Collars 


1365. Juniper ¢ Escondido, CA 92025 | 











yy Sage =<RT ~ 33, 50° \ ewww. v-suessparklers. com y 





DebsRecycledSewingPatterns.com ig Occasionally, we make 


— FOLKWEAR —— | F "4 our subscriber list 


All Styles Now Available Online From 
www .birchstreet- -folkwear. com 


Sewable Swedish Tracing Paper 


Don't cut your patterns! 


available to companies 
whose products we think 
might be of some interest 
to you. If you prefer not 





: a to receive this mail, just 
10 yardsrolls - 29" wide 
Trace your pattern with this durable, strong, 
see-through and drapably soft pattern paper. 
Contact us for pricing, free sample and catalog 
Birch Street Clothing 


P.O. Box 60, Penngrove, CA 94951 - Dept TH 
800-736-0854 (530-318-3883) * www. birchstreetclothing.com 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


send a note with your 







mailing label (or an exact 
Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. copy) to the address 


baerfabrics.com 










below. We'll take care of 
the rest. 





Subscriber Service Dept. 


ae 2A foM han tees et 
a at-Me@larel late) elise Bi Se ea EE CE a : EHe Taunton Press 
C ti ves tivical P.O. Box 5506 
reative estiva 63 South Main Street 








1-(800) 472-6476 
wwvy.pcmexpo.com 
AAA AAARAMAM AAA 


Michael’s Fabrics 


Fine Designer Fabrics 


Newtown, CT 06470-5506 


RMAAAAAAAAA A 
rvvryYyrYTyyyY 3 


Fine Italian Woolens 
Check Our Website Keep your Threads back issues 
www .michaelsfabrics.com looking brand new. 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
877-266-8918 | j i 


slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 





in dark green and embossed in gold, each case 
Learn from The Pillow Lady. holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 


| Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 


Instructional videos & DVD's teaching 
efficient and professional techniques 











for making pillows f or yay You r S ewing Ni rays) felts Ganadian nemdents please aud 7% Sor —.] 
Toll Free 1-800-827-9389 To place an oder using your een card, 
888-745-5797 ; ara call 1-800-888-8286. 
www.thepillowlady.com www.fabricsunlimited.net | Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 
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Pssst....Looking for the good stuff? 


— 






World Class Fabrics 


Priced for the UnCommon Woman 


The Back Room 


| 800.290.2739 at sawyerbrook.com GetSwatches! 









StudioKat Designs 
Unique 
handbag patterns designed 
for the way 
women REALLY live!! | 
FREE Color Brochure 
Call Toll-Free 
866.409.8634 
StudioKat Designs 
137 S Hemingway Ct 
lishing! Advance, NC 27006 
see the entire collection at = 


www.studiokatdesigns.com 










SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source 
The largest selection of snap 
styles and colors for Shirts, 

Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 
Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The ®ee ee Company _ 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 « 1-800-527-5271 





The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to 
Threads, Classifieds: PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506, or fax to 203-270-6310. Or email text to 
ads@taunton.com The deadline for the December/ 
January 2008 issue is September 11, 2007. 


FABRICS 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS* 

Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skat- 
ing, drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic 
selection of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, 
lingerie laces, notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. 
Quantity discounts available. Catalog--$3.00. Color 
swatches--$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, 
Garwood, TX 77442-0411. Phone or Fax 

(979) 758-3100. www.FabricDepotCo.com 


FIELD'S FABRICS ONLINE-Fleece, cottons, spe- 


cialty fabrics of all types! Plus More! 
www.ieldsfabrics.com 


www.threadsmagazine.com 
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EUS ABLE 
A 

“CL ynotions. @nmm 
ALWAYS 20% OFF 


APE 
PREVENTS. = 
THREAD UNRAVEL! 
my ideas... | 
| cave , thread, needles, zippers, sprays 
ALL ACCESSORIES 


Hugo's NEW _, YT 
A. G “tu 50 Foot Rolls 
=. purple 8 ove: 
www.amazingtape.com 
my supplies.-. 
cutting tools, sewing furniture & more! 
www.mynotions.com 









Thinking about launching 
a sewing business? 
Already in business? 
Join Today! 


The Professional Association 
of Custom Clothiers 
Ph: 877-755-0303 


www.paccprofessionals.org 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly- 
-TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


LEARN CLOTHING ALTERATIONS! Lessons on 
DVD. Visit us at www.alterationsmadeeasy.com or 
call (314) 298-9909 to order. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


LET US WEAVE FOR YOU! Custom contract weav- 
ing service. Reasonable rates, fast turnaround, You 
can't sell what you don't have. 
www.sageweaving.com 
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BUTTONDRAWER.COM'! 


© 


Over 7,000 styles o 
buttons, clasps gS thimbles 


E-mail or call for 
our new catalog! 
¢20-434-1090 


www .buttondrawer.com 
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Double Collar Jacket 


Pattern No. 427 
$18.50 postage paid 


Go ia ourwebsite 
fo see Our complete 
lineof patterns and fabrics 
tre 
a, yh 
| 


i 


p: 248.547.1080 f: 248.543.4037 
W: www.cjpaiterns.com 
e: christine@cjpatterns.com 


for inquiries: PO BOX 858 ROYAL OAK MI 48068-0858 USA 






TUDE Sign quard Fabric, 
i ga Ribbons,Labels, Tags, | 
gm Patches Min Gty> | 
FUHNG SATIN CO., INC 
Embroidery Art for Jackets, 
| Shirts, Uniforms, Jeans | 
el: (516) 877-1331 www.fuhngsatin.com | 

‘y Park, fi ea BL Sine a | 


—— , fod 
aden Lily Far Fess 













Learn at Home, Using 


Instructional Videos 


FUNdamentals of Sewing, Furniture 
& Automobile Upholstery, Window 

Treatments, Slipcovers & More 

www.how-to-videos. info 
gayleather 


FABRICS 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies, 







Madison, Wisconsin 


608 294-7436 www.gayteathertabrics.com 
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Get in tune 


with your sewins 


hat kind of music do you listen to while you sew? 

Maybe, like me, you've found a flow in your fabric 

similar to the flow in your music and didn't know why. 
After doing some research, I’ve found we each have a musical 
sewing personality: 

If you listen to opera and/or classical music, you tend to 
be extremely organized. Youre self-disciplined and always 
schedule sewing time into your day. If your house isn’t clean 
and the laundry isn't done, you can’t concentrate on your 
sewing projects. 

Choosing lavish, opulent fabric and appropriate notions is 
your strong suit. You subscribe to all of the sewing magazines 
and read every issue cover to cover. 

Listening to country/western music could mean that 
you re directed by your emotions and find sewing therapeutic. 
Youre sincere and hardworking, and coworkers find you to 
be down-to-earth with a cheerful personality. You also gener- 
ously give sewing lessons to other country/western listeners 

in your area. 

If you listen to jazz music, 
your favorite designer is prob- 
ably Issey Miyake. You aren't 
satisfied with commercial 
patterns and constantly modify 
them to suit your personality. 

With your eclectic style, you 
always find unique ways to 
construct your garments. You 
definitely sew to a different tune. 

If you listen to the blues, you like your fabric to be as soft 
and smooth as your music. You would do extremely well in 
a draping class because molding beautiful, elegant fabric is 
your favorite hobby. It’s more than likely you own a dressform 
and decorate it with jewel-tone fabrics. 

Youre an extremely spiritual person and create beautiful 
garments that have as much spirit as you do. 

If youloverock’n’ roll, you love new fabrics and relish the 
opportunity to try novel techniques. You often combine new 





little YOCK & roll in us, 
and we've all snapped our 
fingers to the D 








and traditional fabrics to create 
stunning outfits. 

Youre young at heart, and your 
rebellious personality is as loud 
as the music you play. 

We all have a little rock 'n’ roll 
in us, and we veall snapped our 
fingers to the blues. Istherea 
sewing skill you would like to emulate? Try playing the cor- 
responding music; it just might help to bring that skill to the 
surface. Aspiring to become more organized? Take a break 
from that country/western, and see if opera can't bring out 
the planner in you. The music you listen to can say a lot about 
your sewing personality, so be sure to listen to different types 
of music. It will bring out the best of all your sewing habits. 


lues. 





Kristine Kadlec (KristineKadlec.com) lives in Los Angeles and 
creates crazy quilt fiber art while listening to classical music. 


DOES THIS STORY REMIND YOU OF A SIMILAR EXPERIENCE? Email your story to TH@taunton.com, and you could be our next Closures author. 
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Casey Lukatz 


Illustrations 


a Buy The SewMate ‘Tle 
Studio, GetA € 
Cutting Table 
for Half Price q 











Cabinet, chair, custom machine insert, and 
accessory gift box — it all comes direct to 
your sewing room and is set up via Koala 

\ Fop Drawer Delivery. A *28173 retail value! 


" Save Over 
——~_ $4100 
a , 


6 









SHOWN IN TRADITIONAL OAK 
8 FINISHES TO CHOOSE FROM 





CraftCenterPro Pe =" 
Bonus Add On 


A ‘1295 retail value! ii 
BALTIC PINE, OAK, BLEACHED OAK,TEAK, 
= r WALNUT, BEECH, WHITE, AND ROSEWOOD 


FREE Madeira 
Thread & Notions Gift Box— 
5210 of sewing, quilting and embroidery essentials. 





Cae 
Only. Ae og haf 


in ee Support Your Local Dealer, 
Shop Online at www.sewingandcraficlub.com 
TE « FREE membership « Get Club prices every day 


«Find products you can't get anywhere else on the web — 
- Watch videos and download FREE projects 


Sewingandcraftclub.com is a division of 
Sewing & Craft Supply USA + 800-547-8025 
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ine embellishment differs from 

ordinary surface design in the way 

that it merges with the original 
fabric. On this 1920s evening coat (seen 
from the back), unexpected materials are 
combined for heavenly results. A silver 
hammered-silk background offsets giant 
appliquéd blossoms. The colors of the 
petals range from deep rose to dusty coral, 
and each color is a single velvet appliqué 
shape. Theraw appliqué edges abut 
between colors inside the blossom. The 
appliqués are sewn to the silk backing, and 
the entire surface is encrusted with clear 
glassseed beads. 

The mingling of velvet, silk, and glass 

in stylized organic shapes makes this coat 
a work of art. The glass beads lay across 
the surface like a spring frost on early 
flowers—petal soft and ice crisp at once. 


Coat—Western Costume Company, WesternCostume.com 
Photo: Greg Rothschild. Text by Judith Neukam. 
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